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EPISODE GUIDE 

On this season of Zigenbrothers, Dan and his twin brother Greg embark on their 

first year at Grand Valley State University.  As a wide eyed and easily excitable 

freshmen, Dan must navigate all the ups and downs of being away from home 

with his need to be involved on campus. The Grand Valley State University  

Residence Housing Association is excited to nominate Dan Zigenfelder for this 

years First Year Experience Award at the February MORHA Conference at Central 

Michigan University. We hope you enjoy this season of Zigenbrothers and learn 

just how amazing this freshmen is to the Grand Valley State University’s  

Residence Housing Association. 

 

Thank you, 

Kellie Howe 

GVSU RHA—MOCC/NCC 

Season 1 Episode 0 



 

Dan’s Favorites: 

Color- Yellow 

Movie- Chinatown 

TV Show- Friends 

Animal- Frog 

Food- Pizza 

Drink- Shirley Temple 

Holiday- 4th of July  

Season 1 Episode 1 

Pilot 

Who is Dan? 

 

Fun Facts: 

Dan had bacterial meningitis at 7 months old. 

 

Dan won class spirit in his high school’s mock  

elections. 

 

Dan has applied to be an RA next year. 

 

Dan received the I Am GV award as a freshmen. This is only given to Grand Valley 

students who display and employ strong leadership skills that affect the campus 

community. 

 

Dan is the co-host of a Grand Valley ra-

dio show with his twin brother Greg 

called “Waking Up With the Zigenbroth-

ers” Saturday Mornings at 10:00am 



Season 1 Episode 2 

 
 Dan had many options for college and it was a hard decision on where to plant his feet for four years. 

However he chose Grand Valley for many reasons. Dan says one huge reason he chose Grand Valley was 

because of all the opportunities he knew Grand Valley had to offer, such as Alternative Breaks and educa-

tional resources like free tutors. He also came to Grand Valley because he had always heard many positive 

things about the university and  read that it was the up & coming school of Michigan. The last reason he 

decided to come was the feeling of belonging he experienced when he came to the campus visit. 

 

 Move in day was a scary and exciting one, as it is with most freshmen. Luckily, he had the support of his 

twin brother Greg who was also moving in at Grand Valley. When it was time for their parents to head 

home, Greg and Dan were able to have each other for support on those first few days. While they are very 

close brothers, they did make the courageous decision to live in different resident halls so that they could 

each find their own place in the Grand Valley Community.  

The One Where Dan Moves In 
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 Dan found his first home on campus within his residence hall community council. Dan quickly ran for 

community council President and to his delight he won! Through Dan’s efforts, his community council has 

become one of the most successful on campus with numerous event put on and a solid attendance of 

community members who attend community council regularly.   

 

 A couple things Dan’s community council has put on include a few “family game nights”, a Halloween 

Party, and a Holiday Party. 

 

 The game nights feature board games and even a Wii set up in the common room for everyone to enjoy 

and get a little competitive with their roommates. 

 

 The Halloween party featured many typical Halloween party games such as bobbing for apples. They had 

prizes for the winners and even a best costume prize! 

 

 The Holiday party went especially well. Ensuring all holidays were represented, there were a variety of 

games from a variety of religions and cultures. This party featured minute to win it events which were a 

huge hit! Again prizes were given out to the winners. 

 

 Residence Housing Association is looking forward to what their community brings to the new semester!  

The One Where Dan Joins Community Council 
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 Dan initially came to a Residence Housing Association meeting simply because their community delegat-

ed was unable to attend a meeting. But one meeting was all that was needed for Dan to fall in love with 

the RHA life. Since that first meeting he has had perfect attendance at not only general assembly meetings, 

but also all RHA events. 

 

 When asked, Dan said, “My favorite part of RHA is the people I get to communicate with, finding out 

what is going on GV's campus, and the great atmosphere.” 

 

 In the opinion of the executive board, that “great atmosphere” is greatly contributed to Dan. He is al-

ways happy to speak up in meetings during discussions. He is not afraid to speak his mind and offer new 

suggestions. Not only does he participate during meetings, but also takes initiative for projects. 

 

 On multiple occasions, Dan has approached the executive board to see if there is anything he could do to 

become even more involve - as it that was even possible - or to help us out when we have a lot going on. 

 

 Dan even surprised us with this idea of a GVSU RHA music video which is now in production! Coming 

Spring 2015!  

The One Where Dan Joins RHA 
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 When Dan decided to become involved in RHA, he lost no time in signing up to attend GLACURH. When 

preparing for the conference, Dan immediately volunteered to design the t-shirts for our delegation and 

help plan the display which ended up winning the Best Display of the conference. 

 

 At the conference, the RHA advisor, president, and the MOCC were excited to see Dan flourish as we 

watched him cheer, dance, and participate in each and every aspect of the conference. By the time we 

made it to the banquet, he had the most clothespins, most energy, and made so many new friends from all 

over the GLACURH region. 

  

 Dan told us, his part of GLACURH was all the programs he learned about that could be brought back to 

the university. However, he also enjoyed growing as a leader. 

 

 Dan took his experiences from GLACURH, applied them to campus and is now applying them towards 

the MORHA conference. Dan will be presenting one program at the conference. Also, he has again taken 

on designing the shirts for our delegation, and planning our Banner with a couple other delegates.  

The One Where Dan Wears Suspenders 



Season 1 Episode 6 

 
“My favorite part of Grand Valley right now is all the friends I've made, the beautiful campus, all the op-

portunities I have found out in addition to before I came here, and the fantastic professors.”  

- Dan Ziegenfelder 

 

 Dan came to Grand Valley as a wide eyed eager freshmen. He was hoping he made the right decision for 

a school. Hoping he would fit in. Hoping he would find a home at Grand Valley, and he did. Coming in as an 

undecided major, he has now declared Marketing as his major with a hope to one day create a Super Bowl 

commercial. Or host the Tonight Show with his brother. So keep an eye out for this future tv star. 

 

 RHA would not be the be the same without this enthusiastic freshmen in our organization. Dan is the 

epitome of the First Year Experience Award. In his first year at Grand Valley, he has gotten involved in so 

many aspects of campus life and made this year a year to remember.  

The One Where Dan Finds a Home 
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The One Where People Talk About Dan 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I have had the pleasure of working with Dan as North/West A/B Community Council’s President. 

When Dan came to the community council interest meeting I knew that he was going to be a great 

person to have on the team. My first interaction with Dan was a very positive one. he person that 

was elected to be our Community Council President decided that it was too much of a time com-

mitment and decided that it would be best if she stepped down. Dan was originally our Executive 

Vice President. Since he gave such a great speech at elections I decided that I wanted to reach out 

and see if he would like to become President. Without any hesitation Dan stepped out and has nev-

er looked back. 

 

Dan has done a great job working with a community that tends to be very uninvolved. In our com-

munity the rooms are set up apartment style so it is very hard to get people to be engaged and in-

volved. This has been a problem for not only our Resident Assistants but also Community Council. 

This has not stopped Dan at all. There have been many times that Dan could have given up because 

there was not great attendance or an event did not go as planned but he has never given up. He has 

taken it upon himself to make our community the best community that there is. Dan is also very 

involved on campus and is truly a Laker for a Lifetime! Dan was very involved in high school and 

he wanted to make sure that he continued to be involved in college and he has done an outstanding 

job. He is very active in our community and greater Grand Valley community. 

 

Overall Dan is an amazing student and a great leader. He is very approachable and fun to be 

around. Dan goes out of his way to make residents feel included and welcomed in our community. 

I know that Dan is going to do amazing things in the future and I cannot wait to see him to contin-

ue to grow. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Nicholas J. Stepaniak 

Assistant Living Center Director 

stepanni@gvsu.edu 
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The One Where People Talk About Dan More 

To whom it may concern, 

 

It is my pleasure to endorse Dan Ziegenfelder for the First Year experience award. As the National Commu-

nication Coordinator for NRHH and as Dan’s Resident Assistant, I have had the wonderful opportunity see-

ing Dan grow as a student. Dan and I discuss as needed about upcoming programs he would like to put on in 

the community, about RHA, and about how he can influence other students in the community to get in-

volved with him in and outside of Grand Valley State University.  

 

Dan is a very hard working and self-motivated student. His ultimate goal is to get involved as much as pos-

sible here at GVSU and promote the benefits of coming to programs to other students. Dan always is collab-

orating with other RAs to come up with programs that would not only benefit the students, but also benefit 

the community that GVSU is involved in. Dan sees the potential benefits that Grand Valley offers and he 

wants all students to be as devoted and involved in the school, because it promotes a well-rounded educa-

tion. Dan has gotten involved not only in his living center, but also diving into Grand Valley’s culture and 

working with RHA. He has devoted his time into the organization and it pays off when he comes and talks 

to others about the ideas that are flowing for great programs on campus.  

 

One of Dan’s strongest assets is his ability to network. Dan wants people to know about events on campus, 

what is needed in the community, and how to reach those who want to be heard. Dan not only is in RHA 

and the president of community council, but he also hosts a radio show that helps student’s voices be heard. 

He thoroughly enjoys spreading the concerns of others to people he knows who can either help him fix the 

problem or he reaches out himself and will put on a program to promote the issues at hand.  

 

Lastly, Dan strives to be the best student he can be. He works extremely hard to go above and beyond to 

make sure that people are benefiting from college just like he is. Dan applies himself to all aspects of GVSU 

and I think that he represents what it means to get the true freshman experience here.  

 

Overall, Dan is truly experiencing his freshman year and living it up to the fullest by getting involved. He 

builds a community with his floor and strives to build a community in and off campus as well. I look for-

ward to seeing where Dan gets involved next because he truly makes an impact.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dana Nicholson 

NRHH-CC and Resident Assistant 

nichdana@mail.gvsu.edu 


