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 Volleyball tournament played 
with a four foot pink ball 

 Fundraiser for charities and 
research organizations 

 Educational experience and 
friendly competition for 
participants 

 More information (and a huge 
reference for parts of this bid) 
◦ bigpinkvolleyball.weebly.com 

 New, unique event for WMU  



 April 2002, Western Illinois 
University 
◦  1st Big Pink Volleyball event ever! 

◦ Thompson Hall and WIU Campus 
Recreation planned the first "Big 
Pink Volleyball." 

◦ 39 people participated, 6 teams, 
$318.75 for Susan G. Komen for the 
Cure. 

 

 

 

 

 Now 
◦ Dozens of schools across the nation 

◦ Over 11,000 participants, more 
than 1500 teams,$115,000 and 
counting raised for charity!! 



 WMU RHA Executive Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Left to Right: 

◦ Jed Jessup, Emma Smith, Chris 

Eimerman, Khahn Duong, Marcus 

Edgette, Joshua Allen, Tolanda Hall 



 June 
◦ WMU RHA goes to NACURH and learns 

about Big Pink Volleyball from Western 
Illinois University, the creators of BPV 

 July-August 
◦ Executive Board begins planning for Big 

Pink at Western Michigan 

 September 
◦ Plan of action for semester laid out 
◦ Advertising, logistics, and registration 

schedules set 
◦ Budget defined 
◦ All logos, shirts, advertisements designed 
◦ Big Pink Volleyball’s ordered! 

 October 
◦ 1st Waves of PR released 
◦ Registration opens; Official Rules 

released 
◦ Began collaborations with other RSO’s 

 November 
◦ Final advertising campaign 
◦ Finalized rentals, supply contracts, etc. 
◦ Closed Registration 
◦ Released tournament match schedule 

 



 4 Big Pink Volleyballs 

◦ (Actually 48” Omnikin balls) 

 Spare bladder and air pump 

 T-shirts!!! 

 Student Rec. Center Courts 

 Posters and flyers 

 Trophy and medals 

 Banner (7ft x 8ft) 

 

 



   Expenses Budget 

Equipment: 

Pink Kin-Balls (4) 1,076.00  

Spare Bladder 54.95  

Shipping, Handling, Processing 192.26  

Building: 

Student Recreation Center Reservation 750.00  

Advertising 

Banner (7'x8') 300.00  

RSODesign Posters 150.00  

Miller Auditorium Slides 20.00  

Rec. Center Display Case Rental 15.00  

T-Shirts 

Big Pink Volleyball Shirts ~1,750.00  

Awards 

Trophy 32.50  

Subtotal Expenses 4,340.71  

 All expenses met using RHA 
Programming allocations 

 





 Multiple waves of posters 

 Facebook events and Like pages 

 Emails to other student groups 

 Direct advertising at Flagpoles 

◦ (The highest traffic area on the 

WMU Main Campus) 

 Display of the Big Pink 

Volleyball in our office and the 

Student Commons Building 

 Miller Movie Slides 

 Display Cases 

 Word of 

 Mouth 

 

 





 Simple form; available online or as paper 
copies 

 $5 per person entry with optional t-shirt 
purchase 

 Open to anyone affiliated with the 
University 

 Registration ran from mid October to late 
November 
◦ Early registration ended halfway through 

November allowing us to place a t-shirt order 
in time for arrival at Kick-off event  



 Challonge.com hosted for ease 

of operation and access 

 Teams were seeded based on 

total contribution 

 Double elimination so every 

team got at least two games 



 November 30th, the evening 
before the event 

 Chance for teams to gather and 
get all the information they 
would need before the 
tournament 

 Pre-ordered t-shirts handed out 
to teams 



 Educational segment presented 

by Pretty in Pink, a student run 

cancer awareness group 

 Gave teams info about the 

cause they were supporting 



 Tournament Staff arrived 50 

minutes before first match 

◦ Set-up tables 

◦ Inflate balls 

◦ Prepare check-in paperwork 

◦ Help Student Recreational Center 

staff set-up courts 

◦ Hang signs, posters, and bracket 

 



 Saturday, Dec 1st  

◦ Games ran from Noon to 5pm 

 21 teams entered 

◦ 6 hall councils formed teams 

 Over150 participants 

◦ Many were on-campus residents 

 15 minute games on four courts 

 41 matches played 

 4 courts operating at a time 

 

 

 



 Event staff 

◦ Kept matches running on time 

◦ Maintained equipment 

◦ Operated Headquarters table 

 Volunteer referees stationed at 

every court 

◦ Called matches 

◦ Kept time & score  

 

 







 Bigelow Hall defeated Drive 

Safe Kalamazoo in the finals 

 The final two teams faced each 

other three times 

◦ Bigelow lost the first match and 

proceeded to win their way out of 

the sudden death bracket to defeat 

DSK twice in the finals 

 



 Fundraising goals exceeded 

◦ Goal: $750 

◦ Actual: +$1300 

 Outreach and participation 

goals exceeded 

◦ Goal: 10 teams, 70 participants 

◦ Actual: 21 teams, +150 participants 

 Huge amount of community 

response 

◦ Larger turnout expected for next 

year 



 Discovered rules revisions that 

needed to happen 

 Received lots of constructive 

feedback from players during 

and after event 

 Plans for revising match 

schedule to spread games out 

over several days 



 Plans in the works to make Big 
Pink an annual event 

 Goal of increasing income and 
participation by 125% 

 We hope to work with Residence 
Life and Student Rec. Center for 
future sponsorship 

 Outreach to more student 
organizations, faculty and staff, 
and on-campus residents 

 Work on getting the funds raised 
to outweigh investment fee 

 



 Get a group of dedicated students and 
advisors to carry the event from 
conception to completion 

 Planning should start 3-4 months before 
event 
◦ Secure courts and supplies early to ensure 

logistics don’t force changes in the plans later 
in planning 

 Registration should run for about a 
month and end about a week before the 
event 

 Advertisements should go out when 
registration opens 

 Use the balls to advertise; who wouldn’t 
be interested in a 4ft volleyball?!? 

 Spread games out if you can 
◦ At least 15 min between games 
◦ Consider holding tournament over a couple of 

days 

 Make use of the national BPV network 
◦ WMU is more than willing to help you plan 

and execute your own tournament 

 bigpinkvolleyball.weebly.com 
 

 



The 1st WMU Big Pink Volleyball 
Tournament is a point of pride for 
the 2012-13 WMU RHA. With this 
program, we built a sense of 
community and pride in our 
residence halls, and our campus. It 
gives our organization a tool for 
recruitment and an opportunity to 
get out name out to the campus 
community. We would like to 
further the reach of Big Pink by 
helping to start events like this 
across Michigan. This Bid for 
Program of the Year is as much a 
way to recognize the excellent work 
achieved by our team as it is a 
chance to spread the word to others 
about this wonderful event. 



 

February 15, 2013 

  

To Whom It May Concern: 

  

I am pleased to be writing this letter of support for Western Michigan University’s (WMU) 

Residence Housing Association (RHA) program, Big Pink Volleyball, in their bid for the 

Michigan Organization of Residence Hall Associations (MORHA) Program of the Year.  I 

have had the privilege this year of advising WMU’s RHA for the first time.  

  

One of the biggest things RHA did this year was to create a program on campus that they 

hoped would become something of a tradition for WMU students. Big Pink Volleyball was 

an all-day volleyball tournament that used a giant pink volleyball instead of a regular sized 

volleyball. The teams’ registration fees went to the Breast Cancer Research Foundation. 

After all the work the e-board had put in to the program, we hoped that students would turn 

out. I am happy to say the program was a huge hit. I believe this event was even more 

successful than they thought it would be and by the end of the day, teams were expressing 

many positive comments such as they cannot wait for next year or they hope to have two 

teams rather than one next time. 

  

RHA raised over $1,300, had 21 teams sign up, and had over 150 students participated. The 

teams were very diverse including international students, Greek life, hall governments, and 

other student groups. Students were able to sign up as a team but RHA also allowed 

individuals to sign up, so those who didn’t have a group would still be able to play. 

  

In conclusion, WMU RHA’s Big Pink Volleyball was a huge success and I only see this 

program becoming bigger in the upcoming years now that the ground work and reputation 

has begun on campus. I look forward to advising the WMU RHA next year and seeing how 

many more people we can get involved in this new tradition on campus. I feel this program 

would be deserving of the MORHA Program of the Year Award. 

  

 

Sincerely, 

  

Christopher Eimerman 

Hall Director  

Western Michigan University, Residence Life 



 

Febuary 16th, 2013  

 

To Whom it May Concern: 

  

This year, the Residence Housing Association hosted event called Big Pink Volleyball. The 

level of work put into the program was outstanding and the event went off to be a great 

success for both Residence Life and Western Michigan University. 

  

At the beginning of planning, a committee was formed dedicated to making Big Pink 

Volleyball a great success. Everyone in the committee contributed towards making it 

possible. The Recreation Center was reserved, the kick-off event was planned and 

collaborated with another organization, and supplies were ordered well in advance of the 

actual event.  

  

While at the event, students had a great time. There were 21 teams who registered and it 

was a double elimination tournament that lasted about 4 to 5 hours. The participants also 

came from all different parts of campus, greek life, international students, and student 

governments all turned up to be involved in this exciting new event. The total raised was 

over 1300 dollars and it all went to breast cancer research and awareness. Shirts and 

registration fees were used to raise the money. 

  

There is little doubt that this will continue to be a great program for WMU’s RHA. The 

groundwork has been set so that in the future, the event can only get less expensive and 

easier to put on. This program was a huge undertaking and the Residence Housing 

Association came together and pulled it off. 

  

Big Pink Volleyball was a terrific event and tremendous success and it has the full support 

of the Residence Housing Association for MORHA 2013 Program of the Year. 

  

  

Sincerely, 

  

The Executive Board 

Residence Housing Association 

Western Michigan University 

 


