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Description 

Grand Valley State University’s Haunted Halls is a 
tradition sponsored by RHA for the students on campus, 
the week leading up to Halloween. Each year, the 
Residence Housing Communities have the opportunity to 
bid for the chance to put on the Year’s Haunted Hall. 
They must outline what their Haunted Hall will look like, 
what finances will be used, how it will be organized and 
where it will take place. Upon submitting this, the RHA 
chooses the winning community and supports them 
financially and morally throughout the process of 
creating the Haunted Hall.  
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Key Facts 

Compared to last year, Haunted Halls has grown in 
popularity and overall production. Compared to last year 
we received 300 more students to enjoy the scares and 
thrills of the Haunted Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

Key Facts  

 

We had one month to put together the entire production 
this brought together about 50 volunteers from the 

community and RHA members.   
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Timeline 

 

September 20: Community Council Bids Due 

October 1: Winning Community Announced 

October 2: Committees were formed  

Advertising, Decorations, and 
Actors 

October 8: Decoration Decisions Made, Ordered  

   Props and decorations online and  

   went shopping at Party city 

October 10: Advertisement goes out 

October 12: Actors are selected 

October 15: Actors rehearsal 

October 22: Decorating Begins 

October 23: Dress Rehearsal  

October 24 and 25: SCARE TIME! 

October 26: Clean Up and Tear Down  
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  Contacts 

Kellie Howe    howek@mail.gvsu.edu  248-761-4746 

Steven Richardson  richarst@gvsu.edu  

Location 

Basement of Murray Living Center. 

Introduction 

The Murray and VanSteeland community council would like to host 

the Haunted Hall this year for a variety of reasons. First and foremost is 

that we believe this will bring together our very different communities in a 

hands-on and active way. The haunted house will be created and put 

together by the international students and Women in Science and 

Engineering communities. This will bring so many perspectives to the table to 

create the most of what we are offering to the campus as a Haunted Hall. 

As of now, Murray and VanSteeland have been fairly separate. 

However, when talking about what our Haunted Hall would look like, we 

have been able to build more of a sense of community in working together. If 

chosen, we think this sense of community would be taken to the next level. 

Seeing as how we live in apartment-style housing, many people keep to 

themselves. Thus, we think this project will not only help to encourage people 

to meet others, but also make us all closer since we will be working 

together as well as spending time together practicing our parts to make the 

experience genuine for our fellow Lakers. 

Not only will the Murray and VanSteeland community become closer 

knit, we will also be extending the offer to other community councils to help 

out by tweaking the final plans and to ask if anyone would like to have a 

part within the Haunted Hall itself. We also will be asking all community 

centers to allow us to borrow any extra Halloween decorations that would 

make the Haunted Hall even better. We will truly benefit from the help 

from others. It will give us the connections to plan future programs with 

the other communities and neighborhoods.  

 

We have an elevator that allows 

us to be wheelchair accessible and 

we have it worked out on how to 

turn the strobe lights off if need 

be for someone. 

mailto:howek@mail.gvsu.edu
mailto:richarst@gvsu.edu
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Imagine a dimly lit stairwell descending into darkness, the grim reaper standing 

there taunting you with his stare as you descend the steps to your ultimate fears. 

A ticket bearer greets you solemnly at the door telling you not to lose your ticket; 

you may never be allowed out. Your tour guide opens the door to allow five of you 

to step in. Standing just inside the door, it slams shut behind you. Your tour guide 

begins to speak. TG: “You may face your worst fears within these walls. The faint 

at heart may not survive, and those that do will never be the same again. Follow me.” 

You walk down the dimly lit hall of black lights. It is eerie quiet except for a faint 

banging in the distance. As you walk up to the first door, you find it to be closed off, 

covered in caution tape. The banging gets louder and louder until you hear a scream 

coming from inside. The scream cuts off as a phone on the wall starts to ring on 

your left. TG:  “someone better answer that.” The tour guide smiles slyly at the 

group. Someone picks up the phone to hear heavy breathing and the words “you’re 

next,” before the line goes dead. 

 The tour guide leads the group into their first room. You step into a room of 

webs and spiders everywhere. There is an unnerving flash coming from strobe lights. 

As you look around the room you notice something moving in the corner. A person 

pinned up by spider webs struggling to get out as two giant spiders move towards him. 

He screams as the spiders crawl closer and you hear the tour guide behind you. 

“Maybe we should let these spiders get on with their business unless you want to 

end up like him.” He motions to a figure dead on the opposite wall of the struggling 

victim.  

 You are now ushered back into the hallway and into a room with a much 

happier atmosphere. That is, if you enjoy clowns. There is a menacing message of 

horror and death coming from the puppets on the walls. The jack in the box tune is 

playing slowly from a large box in the corner. You wonder what is going to be coming 

out of there as the tune ends. But nothing does come…or so you think. All of a 

sudden, there is a mad clown brandishing a knife at you. Shaking, you now venture 

into the next room of horrors. The stark concrete wall and beeping heart monitor do 

not sound too menacing but looking closer you see blood splattered operation curtains 

and a doctor with his patient. Before you know it he is stabbing the patient and the 

heart monitor goes steady. That is when he turns on you, forcing you to evacuate 

the room.  
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 Your tour guide leads you to the next room past the haunting sounds being 

played on a grand piano by vampires. You enter the next room and wonder what 

could be so scary about a child’s room? A TV is on snow in the corner. A little girl is 

sitting on her bed humming a tune. Not until you listen in do you realize the true 

meaning of the room. “Who’s playing hide and seek? Who wants to come and find me? 

Who’s playing hide and seek? Who wants to play with me? Who’s hiding in the dark? 

Come out, come out, wherever you are.” The lights shut down and door slams as 

she continues “Who’s playing hide and seek? Who will come play with me? Who’s 

hiding in the dark? Come out, come out, let’s play again. Come out, come out, let’s 

play again.” You’re looking around before you notice the girl behind you. Dark sullen 

eyes and hair matted over her face, the little girl creeps towards you, frightening 

you back into the hall and out of danger…or so you think. The girl screams behind 

you. As you are led into a room down the hall, you find bones all over the floor and 

body parts hanging from the ceiling. A single man is hanging from shackles in the 

corner. He yells at you “GET OUT WHILE YOU CAN!” It barely leaves his lips before 

the executioner runs in and beats him over the head.  

 The next room you are led into is small. As claustrophobia kicks in, you notice 

the glowing faces upon the walls. Wondering what is going to happen, two of them 

creep towards you. You push against the wall with no way out as they get even 

closer in this small room. The door finally swings open as you stumble out of the room 

and immediately ushered into the next one. The walls are draped elegantly and two 

coffins are there. There is an upright coffin against the wall with a vampire asleep 

inside. Another coffin is lying closed on the floor. Wondering what is going to happen 

next, your eyes peeled on the standing vampire who is stirring in his coffin. The 

lights start to flash, strobe lights blinding you. The coffin on the floor opens and a 

vampire rises, chasing you out the room to the stairs where you pass a terrifying 

exorcism. All of a sudden, the light blinds you and fresh air greets you as you 

wonder how you got out of there alive. A little girl is there to say her solemn good 

bye asking you to come play with her again soon.  
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What Source Quantity 

Caution Tape  Meijer 1 roll 

Halloween Spider Webs Meijer 4 or 5 

Bag of Fake Spiders Party City 1 bag 

Spider Cocoon Victum Oriental Trading 1 

Paint  Meijer 
1 pack of 
4 

Plastic Wall Paper butcherpaperking.com 2 

Strobe Lights Amazon.com 3 

Black Lights amazon.com 4 

Scrubs Good Will 2 sets 

White Bedsheets Good Will 2 

Fake Knifes Amazon.com 2 

Old Fashioned Candle Stick Target 1 

Shackles Amazon.com 2 

Fake Limbs party city 1 pack 

Glow in Dark Masks Amazon.com 10 

The finances are broken down into a few categories.  

Props and Decorations 

Make-Up 

Costumes  

We are asking for funds to help cover the props and decorations and extra costumes needed for 

the haunted hall. This sums up to $196.78. Our community council is currently planning 

fundraisers plan to buy all the make-up ($40) and we have gone through our list of items we need 

and have found people to borrow most of the items from. They are just awaiting our call to tell 

them if we need it. 
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Telephone 

Child's Room 

Grand Piano Room 

Grand Piano Room 
Torture Chamber 

Coffins Glow in the Dark Room 

Hospital 

Clowns 

Spiders 

Elevator 

Exorcism Scene 

Murray Basement Floor Plan 
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Thursday October 25 & Friday October 26 

7:00pm to 10:00pm 

In Murray Living Center 

(Across from the Connection) 

14 
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Participant Reactions 
  

“That was so 

freaky. I was crying 

I was so scared” 

Sarah Czekaj – RHA 

Eboard Member 

“It was so much fun, I am so 

happy I was a part of it.” 

Tyler Stanley - Actor 

“Murray/VanSteeland did an 

amazing job. Step up from last 

years!”  

Sam Stortz - Resident 
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On Oct. 25 and 26, there’ll be something lurking in the shadows on Grand Valley State University’s 

Allendale Campus – the annual Haunted Hall, returning this year for two nights of fright. 

The annual Haunted Hall is held in different living centers on the Allendale Campus, and chosen 

after submitting bids to the Residents and Housing Association. This year, the Murray-VanSteeland 

Living Center was chosen. 

Kellie Howe, chairperson for the Haunted Hall, said the event has taken a lot of preparation. 

“It’s definitely been a big undertaking to get started with, but it’s been a lot of fun pulling together 

a bunch of different ideas and different minds,” she said. “It’s finally coming together.” 

Once Murray-VanSteeland was chosen, committees were formed to start setup and preparation in 

early September. The RHA set a provided budget that they could use, and the living community 

fundraised for the remaining money needed, Howe said. 

There are four committees that have worked on decorating the Haunted Hall, creating costumes 

and advertising. To help with scaring, about 22 actors have been rehearsing lines and scare tactics. 

“Grand Valley continues to prove its reputation for being the hypest school in the mid-west by 

hosting this Haunted Hall,” said Chris Reibs, a junior at GVSU. “It’s sick.” 

The Haunted Hall was hosted by the Kistler-Copeland Living Centers last year and, according to the 

Residents and Housing Association, had more than 200 people attend. Howe is hoping to top that 

this year. 

“Since this is a two-day thing, we’re hoping that people that will not be here during the weekend 

will have some time to come Thursday night,” Howe said. 

Howe is anxious to see the terrified reactions of the GVSU students, faculty and staff that will 

wander through the basement of the Murray Living Center. 

The Haunted Hall is free to enter and will be open to the public Thursday and Friday from 7-10 

p.m. For more information, contact Kellie Howe at howek@mail.gvsu.edu or the Residents and 

Housing Association at rha@mail.gvsu.edu.  

moberski@lanthorn.com 
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February 3, 2013 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing this letter in support of Grand Valley State University’s RHA bid for Program of the 

Year. The theme this year for Haunted Halls was “Come Play with Us” and truly a lot of people 

did come out and ‘play’. The event attracted over 800 people from all over campus, and it 

could not have been executed any better than it was. 

After having read the bid myself I knew it was going to be incredibly scary since all the details 

were spelled out and nothing was missing. It was extremely descriptive and as with all horror 

stories it left nothing to the imagination. That was just the start of a journey I would not forget, 

Haunted Halls.  

In order to make it all happen, community councils bid in hopes of hosting Haunted Halls, since 

the responsibility is rotated throughout the different communities each year based on the 

quality of the bids. From there the task falls on the community and RHA supports them during 

the process of planning to make sure they have time during meetings to plan, and hear ideas 

from other communities. From there the selected community formed many smaller committee 

chairs that reported back to the head of the event. Through their fantastic planning and 

execution skills Haunted Halls went smoothly and was well attended. 

Although I knew what to expect, since I had read the initial bid, attending the Haunted Hall 

event was another story altogether…it was extremely scary. Having never been to a haunted 

house or attended Haunted Halls last year I ended up leaving the event both shaking and in 

tears; I was so frightened. The head of the event kept telling me she was so sorry. My response 

was, “You did your job right. It was supposed to be scary.” Since that day I may never go to 

another haunted house/haunted hall, but just know that the community did their job correctly; 

they scared me as well as so many people on campus that day while bringing together 

everyone in their community to help. They created a closer community and collaborated with 

RHA to make a huge event possible that has been apart of tradition here on-campus. Not only 

that, but since the event that particular community has been really supportive of RHA. 

Thank you so much for taking the time to read this, and I hope you will consider Grand Valley 

State University’s bid for Program of the Year! 

Sincerely,  

Sarah Czekaj 

Grand Valley State University Residence Housing Association’s           

Vice President of Programing and Philanthropy  

czekajs@mail.gvsu.edu 

 

mailto:czekajs@mail.gvsu.edu
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February 16, 2013 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

This is a letter on behalf of the Murray, VanSteeland and GVA Community Council, nominee for the 

Program of the Year, for the Haunted House program hosted on October 2012. As the Assistant 

Living Center Director and advisor for the group, I’m pleased to nominate this Community Council 

for their collaboration, contribution and development of our learning efforts here in Murray, 

VanSteeland and GVA communities. 

Overall the Haunted House was able to draw in approximately 900 Grand Valley Students. The 

council was able to do this based on the following values and methods, which guided the Haunted 

House coordination process: 

 Developing goals for the Haunted House that created leadership opportunities for other 

students to get involved in the creation of the Haunted House as well providing a thrilling 

Halloween experience. We valued working with other Councils on campus as well residents 

not from the Murray, VanSteeland, and GVA community to maximize on our experiences 

and outcomes from the Haunted House. 

 

 Our budget for the program was $200 therefore it was pivotal that the Council utilize 

already existing resources and be strategic with how money was used. This was 

accomplished by holding a fundraiser, asking residents for items they would like to donate, 

and working with students in the Theater departments for their artistic skills. 

 

 The Council also had goals and values such as accountability, communication and team work 

that guided this leadership experience for students involved in its development. It was 

essential that we have a reliable system of communication to ensure that the House 

Haunted creation process was being facilitated in a way that is exciting for students helping 

with it, as well as developing their leadership skills. 

 

As can be seen from the reasons listed above, the Haunted House was more than just a program 

hosted by students for other students but rather it was an engaging and growing experience for 

both the Community Council members, volunteers and the GVSU students who attended.  I would 

highly recommend the Haunted House for the Program of the Year Award.  

 

Shahed Kadem 

Assistant Living Center Director 

Murray, VanSteeland & GVA Living Communities 

Grand Valley State University 

 


