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~The Bonsai Tree… 
 

“Always look for the smallest tree within the tree.”  
 

~This is a quote that describes the bonsai tree, which is probably one of      

   the smallest trees that exist in today’s world. However, it is also one of    

   the sturdiest, despite its small size it can grow under the most difficult of   

   circumstances and stand proud and strong despite its small size.  

 

The theme that we have chosen as an RHA chapter is the bonsai tree. 

Because despite awful conditions it can grow, and despite its small size it’s 

as strong and powerful as trees which are twenty or thirty times their size.  

 

As an RHA, Baker College of Owosso is aware that it is perhaps one of the 

smallest one to be part of MORHA. Having a smaller campus than most of 

the bigger colleges, having members who would be interested and stay 

loyal and dedicated has not always been an easy thing.  But as an RHA 

chapter we have managed to push through the hard times and almost 

triple the amount of members we have and the involvement we have on 

campus by a lot.  

 

As an RHA chapter, Baker has managed to rebuild themselves and make 

sure that the student population recognizes what RHA is and stands for.  

 

The Bonsai tree is a small, yet sturdy tree which teaches us  

that many times big things come in small packages, 

it also tells us that not only is size not important  

but it can be deceitful. And many times despite  

the size of a bonsai, great things can happen  

as long as every part that composes the tree  

is in synchrony and working to make sure  

that it survive. 

 

Baker College of Owosso is the bonsai of MORHA.  

We might be small but we have the heart of a big tree! 



 

P
ag

e4
 

~There was once a little tree… 
 

 

Our RHA delegation during MORHA 2012… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Besides the six people and the advisor that are on this picture,  

we only had four to five members who came to our  

meetings in a regular basis, thus making our whole  

general assembly of five people, since  

everyone pictured here was our E-board.     
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Last school year [2011-2012] was when RHA made a come-back to Baker 

College of Owosso. Thanks to the influence of newly hired RHC Alli Sheppard 

and the support of Nicholas Tereck, along with the enthusiasm of a lot of 

residence hall students RHA made its glorious come back to our small school.  

 

Elections took place early, trying to get people who were really involved into 

positions of interest. However, once the E-board was chosen, all the members 

who didn’t get selected to be part of the E-board stopped attending RHA thus 

dropping the members from a good twenty to about ten. As the year went by, 

more and more people seemed to lose interest and RHA’s general assembly 

became smaller and smaller.  

 

Last year the programs that RHA put had very little attendance, and even after 

the program most people didn’t know what RHA was or what they stood for. 

Very few new people joined as the year went by.  

 

Eventually not only did we lose members but we lost our president and vice-

president as well. It was up to the remaining members to band together and 

make sure that RHA would persevere through the hardships so that it could 

become a bigger, stronger thing in the future. 

 

No one ever lost hope, every single one of the members and eboard were 

dedicated and had it set in their minds that the next year RHA 

was going to be bigger, better and far stronger than the  

year before. Working together, the members  managed  

to get a few people join  during the last few weeks  

of spring quarter who have now become  

dedicated members of RHA.  

 

It was thanks to the hard work of the members of RHA that  

we are where we are today.  
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…which turned into a strong bonsai~ 
 

 

 

Our current [2013] general assembly… 

 

 
 

 

And this is not all! We have at least a few more members who couldn’t  

make the picture, we have around 30 members.  
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RHA has finally become a family, everyone who is part of our general 

assembly always refers as RHA as their family, and they are all very 

passionate about it. Everyone is involved, even our shyer members have a 

voice and feel comfortable enough to speak up and share their ideas.  

 

RHA has grown in such a way that people around campus finally know 

who we are. Like the bonsai tree we have banded together and made every 

single part of our group strong enough so that we can survive even the 

toughest of times.  

 

Unlike with bigger school’s, the funds that Baker College of Owosso’s RHA 

has are limited and in order to be able to host bigger events or to go to 

conferences such as MORHA we have to fundraise money around campus 

and our community. It is not an easy task, but the strong bond between 

our members and the close-knit family that we have formed makes so that 

even those who are not attending MORHA give their 110% in order to 

fundraise for the lucky ones who are.  

 

This year we are taking eleven delegates to MORHA, most of which are not 

e-board, we have fundraised $1,136 out of the $1,770 that were needed to 

send all of our delegates for free to MORHA. This was all in two quarters. 

The amount of effort and dedication as well as passion for RHA has made 

it possible for us to send this amount of people and for so little money.  

 

Our members feel so close as part of RHA that during  

our last meeting when we talked about recruitment  

one of the members said “invite someone to our  

family” instead. 

 

Our RHA chapter has grown in ways that may  

seem so trivial to other schools. But for us, all  

these accomplishments make us proud to be able  

to say “I’m part of Baker College of Owosso’s RHA”. 
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~Baker’s Got Talent~ 
 

Baker’s Got Talent is an original idea by Baker 

College’s RHA which allows the college’s 

student body to showcase their talent in front 

of a crowd of people. It has been hosted twice 

this year [once per quarter] and each time we 

have had between eight and ten very talented 

participants. 
 

The attendance to the event has been fantastic 

over 60% of the residence hall population has 

attended at least to one of the two and the  

feedback has been incredible! 
 

Baker’s Got Talent has been used as a fundraiser where the viewers get to 

put change into the contestants jars to show their support for them. The 

contestant who manages to collect the most money wins the “People’s 

Choice” award and the judges [three each time] award another act the 

“Judge’s Choice” award.  
 

Not only did this program raise around $65 total in both of its appearances 

but it made out RHA 

chapter become even closer 

as we all had to work 

together to keep it afloat 

and get everything together 

in time for the big show. 
 

Furthermore, multiple 

people around campus have 

thanked RHA for the 

opportunity to showcase 

their talents and cannot wait 

until the next time they get 

to take the stage.  
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~Date Auction~ 
 

 

In order to raise money, Baker College’s RHA decided to hold a date 

auction for the Winter Formal that happens at the end of Hall Comp 

Week, a week in which all the halls on campus compete against each other 

for the coveted cup. The date Auction consists of volunteers who are 

willing to put themselves out there in order to be bought for a date for the 

Formal.  

 

Not only is this a great idea for shyer people to perhaps get out there and 

meet new people, but it allows the community to get to know one another 

as the hosts of the event read off information about the person who is being 

auctioned off.  

 

To avoid awkwardness and keep everyone’s spirits high we also put a 

couple of secret buyers between the audience who would try to outbid one 

another so that the people who are not getting bought or have less people 

bidding for them would feel wanted and have a date for the Formal as well. 

 

Through the Date Auction we managed to raise a full $120 dollars and we 

sold over 20 people total. Everyone got bought and everyone seemed 

pretty satisfied as well.  There were 175 people who attended 

and cheered on the date auction.  
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~Neon Night~ 
 

Unlike the events mentioned before, Neon Night was not a fundraising 

event, but instead a way to give back to the 

community by putting on a night where the students 

of Baker College of Owosso could relax, enjoy each 

other and dance the night away right before finals.   

 

The concept was really simple: buy a bunch of glow 

in the dark glasses, bracelets and neon markers; then 

get black lights, loud music and dance the night 

away. With the markers everyone could write on 

each other’s white tee’s messages of encouragement, friendship or jokes so 

that everyone would have a shirt with memories to remember their year at 

Baker.  

 

Even though we don’t have a correct count of the attendance, the Student 

Center where we held the event was packed. And judging by some of our 

shirts and the signatures we got we know that there were at the very least 

75 different people. For a college with around 360 students, that is a pretty 

high number.  

 

The Neon Night was a huge success, there were no incidents with people 

coming there drunk or drinking during and it was good, clean fun. 

Residents who normally don’t come out to other events showed up as they 

enjoyed mingling,  

dancing and  

getting to 

know 

others. 
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~Ninja Hide n’ Seek~ 
 

One of our first recruitment tools was to organize a campus-wide nocturnal 

Hide n’ Seek, which could be individual or by teams. Though it mostly 

ended up being in teams as no one 

wanted to go by themselves. 

 

It was the first time a lot of people 

heard about RHA and we gained a 

couple of members from it. 

 

We had a couple of people who dressed 

up as Ninjas and got all decked up to 

go play hide n’ seek. Ultimately the 

team that had dressed up on their ninja gear were the ones who were the 

most successful. 

 

This started a Baker College tradition that everytime there was a  campus 

wide Hide n’ Seek event people would dress up as ninja’s and get all ready 

to dominate the competition. With the ninja addition to the event, the 

places where you had to hide became more complicated and more rules and 

regulations started, for example having to move every five minutes of your 

spot and sneak around the bushes like a true ninja! 

 

RHA’s Hide n’ Seek is a great 

event which gets all kinds of 

different residents involved 

and which makes college 

students relive their childhood 

and have healthy, clean fun 

for a whole night.  
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~Halloween Bash~ 
 

Baker College of Owosso’s Halloween Bash is a 

long standing tradition and probably one of the 

most expected “parties” of the year. After all, it 

is the chance where everyone can dress up and 

be whoever they want to be if only just for a 

night.  

 

Every year up until 2012, the Halloween Bash had been put on by the 

RA’s on campus, however this year RHA requested to be able to put on 

this event of epic proportions.  

 

Not only was it a blast, but it was a huge success and it was yet another 

way to get RHA’s name out there for everyone to know. People enjoyed it, 

they talked about it even weeks after it happened and it gained us a couple 

of great and loyal members as well.  

 

In Baker College of Owosso, the Halloween Bash is the Superbowl of 

programs and events, and this year it was RHA’s time to make it shine, 

and we did it like no one had ever made it before.  
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Pink Patrol/PJ Olympics  
 

Pink Patrol and PJ Olympics were two things that RHA did during 

Choices Week, which is the week where Freshmen move into the residence 

halls. It is also important to point out that this was the first year RHA did 

either of this, and the huge success that they both were.  

 

Pink Patrol was a way for members of RHA to move in early into their 

rooms and get to know freshman in order to get to know them better and 

hopefully get them to join RHA. The objective of Pink Patrol was to help 

freshman move into their rooms by carrying their things, mingling with 

them, talking to their parents and promoting RHA in a positive light for 

the community as well as putting it out there. It was called Pink Patrol 

because the RHA volunteers were wearing pink shirts that said those 

words as well as the RHA logo so people could ask about it and thus 

starting a conversation about clubs in Baker College. 

 

The PJ Olympics was an event RHA hosted during the first night of 

Choices as an activity for all the new-comers. For it, everyone was required 

to wear their pajamas. They would then have the option to participate in 

the different events and get points for their performance, the top three 

freshmen would get great prices.  

 

During this program we also had a sheet of paper for people who would like 

to be contacted to join RHA. We had over 65 names of people who were 

interested in joining. And the majority of those people showed  

up to at least one meeting when the quarter actually  

started.  

 

The PJ Olympics was a huge success, when  

we polled those who attended every single  

person said we should do it again next year.  

 

Both the Pink Patrol and the PJ Olympics were the  

start of an amazing year for RHA.   
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MORHA Board and MOCC’s,  

It is with great honor that I write this letter of support for Baker College of Owosso’s ‘Most Improved RHA bid. 

I have the pleasure of working as one of the four Residence Hall Coordinators that make up the Residence Life 

Department at Baker College of Owosso along with serving as the sole Advisor for the Residence Hall 

Association. Working with Baker’s RHA since September of 2011 has given me great insight to their growth 

and change. From these experiences, I’m fully confident that they are deserving of the award for ‘Most 

Improved RHA’. 

After returning from their first MORHA conference at Grand Valley, our student leaders haven’t stopped 

working towards improving RHA to best serve the residents at Baker College of Owosso. Through revamping 

their meeting structure and spending intentional time reaching out to residents, meeting attendance is more than 

tripled over the past year. With each of these students serving on programming committees, the work load has 

spread out and leadership opportunities have grown, thus increasing the amount of programs as well. Neon 

Night, a Spring Bash, Pink Patrol, PJ Olympics, Baker’s Got Talent I and II, and the Date Auction are all RHA 

programs that had over 125 people in attendance.  Each of these programs was hosted on a Thursday or Friday 

night to provide residents with an alternative to going out and to help keep residents on campus during the 

weekends.   

This group of leaders has continued to amaze me with their perseverance and strong will. Taking criticism with 

openness and willingness to improve has allowed them to grow individually as an Executive Board and also as 

an organization. The RHA Executive Board holds one another accountable for their actions, their academic 

success all while rooting for one another to succeed. They all know their place in the organization and 

appreciate and recognize everyone’s contributions. These student leaders have worked tirelessly for no other 

reason than to serve their residents. I can say without hesitation that Baker College of Owosso’s Residence Hall 

Association is most deserving of the honor of ‘Most Improved RHA’. If you have any further questions, please 

don’t hesitate to contact me.  

 

Sincerely,  

Alli Sheppard 

 
Residence Hall Coordinator, RHA Advisor 

Baker College of Owosso 

 

Phone: 989.729.3550 

Email: alli.sheppard@baker.edu 
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