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Breaking News 
 

For More Information Contact:  

Lisa Stewart  

Communications Coordinator 

586-569-6538 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 18, 2011  

 

Michigan State nominated RHA of the Year Bid for 2011 MORHA Conference 

Michigan State recognized for its hard work and achievements  

 

EAST LANSING— Michigan State Residence Halls Association provides a voice for over 14,500 on campus 

residents living in East Lansing Michigan.  

MSU RHA is comprised of 16 executive members and more than 50 general assembly members. The 

General Assembly is made up of representatives from 26 residence halls, LGBTIQQA caucuses, black 

caucuses, and CORES (Council of Racial and Ethnic Students) and COPS (Council of Progressive students) 

groups.  

The mission of the Residence Halls Association is to represent the residents of Michigan State 

University objectively and to provide a voice for the concerns of our residents. MSU RHA strives to achieve 

this by assisting hall organizations with publicity, legislation, funding, and also by providing valuable services 

and opportunities through our programs. Through these initiatives, RHA is committed to continuously 

improving the on-campus experience at Michigan State University.  

MSU RHA is the largest Residence Halls Association in the country. MSU RHA remains dedicated to 

improving the on-campus living experience and providing services to students including Campus Center 

Cinemas, RHA TV, RHA Movie Offices and Condom Connection.  
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Throughout this bid you will see the transformation our RHA has undergone, the dedication the team 

has committed to its students, and the achievements we have accomplished this school year. If you have any 

questions please don’t hesitate to contact Lisa Stewart at cc@rha.msu.edu. If you would like additional 

resources please visit our web site www.rha.msu.edu, Facebook page MSURHA, or the Twitter page 

@MSURHA.  

# # # 

 

 

MSU Working together to make the world a better place!  

 

 

 

mailto:cc@rha.msu.edu
http://www.rha.msu.edu/
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Meet the Editors 

 

President of the 41
st
 Session Chelsea Satkowiak 

 

Vice President Shawn Turner  

 

Chief of Staff Sarah Pomeroy  
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Chief Financial Officer Evan Sack 

 

Emily Squared Tschirhart & Huston (Director of Public Relations & Director of Advertising) 

 

Michael Butler Director of Treasurers & Allocations 
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Communications Coordinator Lisa Stewart  

 

Executive Secretary Meghan Mclaughlin 
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Director of Technology Anthony McKenna 

 

Director of Special Events Rodney James  

 

Director of Campus Center Cinemas Lisa VanDaele 

 

Director of Movie Offices Kevin Fleury  
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Director of Racial, Ethnic, and Progressive Affairs Christina Lowe 

 

Director of Health and Safety Divya Badey  

 

Former Director of Health and Safety Arielle Pietron  

 

Director of RHA TV Parrisa Brown 
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Extra, Extra, Read all about it 

Student Leaders come together to build a community, set goals, volunteer, and create a 

better MSU!  

Executive board Retreat is where it all began in Gaylord, Michigan. 16 Executive board members united 

to go on a weekend trip to discuss the upcoming RHA semester. While there we worked on team building skills, 

programming ideas, and brainstorming sessions. It was a weekend full of getting to know each other on a more 

personal level. We also went on a canoeing trip and at the end of the weekend we volunteered for the MORHA 

philanthropy Habitat for Humanity by helping in the building of a house in the Gaylord community. Overall, it 

was an amazing weekend full of fun, friends, laughter, and brought us together as a team before conquering 

another school year! 
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Entertainment 

 

Passion Pit 

RHA Special Events: Brings you live entertainment for free or greatly reduced prices on campus. Over the past 

year we have invited artists such as Passion Pit, Mike Posner, and Kid Cudi.  There have also been two 

comedians come to campus Aziz and Nick Swardson each semester. The there is always something in the works 

for the next big show! 

RHA Movie Offices: Located in East Akers, Gilchrist, East Holden, Mason and Rather halls. The Movie 

Offices provide free DVD rentals to on-campus residents. There are more than 1,000 to choose from!  

RHA Health and Safety: Serves as your student voice for all matters health ad safety related. RHA partners 

with Olin Health Center to bring Cold & Flu packets, along with Condom Connection, which provides condoms 
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free of charge to students to promote safe sexual practices. The fitness centers located in residences halls are a 

great way to get in shape, stay in shape or burn off stress from classes.  

Campus Center Cinemas: Provides free film screenings to undergraduate on-campus residents and charges 

only $2 for all others. Movies are held in halls across campus in three locations Conrad, Kedzie, and Wilson 

RHA partners with the University Activities Board to provide these free of cost.  

RHA TV: Provides on-campus students with entertainment in their own residence hall rooms. RHA TV is 

broadcast on channels 11 and 12 on most on-campus cable connections and most recently online! The majority 

of programming consists of movies, while also providing a valuable medium for student groups to advertise. 

Advertising on RHA TV is free to all registered student organizations and many other groups. This was a new 

thing that the started this year to promote different student organizations so the RHA TV Director started Public 

Service Announcements from groups such as Cata Bus, ASMSU, and other student groups here on campus! 

Karaoke: Equipment is available for use to all RHA constituent groups. RHA will deliver karaoke equipment 

and provide staff for events. We have a wide selection of songs and artists available with over 4,000 songs in 

total! 
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Current Events 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  February 4, 2011 

For more Information: 

Shelby Hearn Mobile: (631) 905-6004  

Public Relations Chairperson RHA Office: (517) 355-8285 

Spartan Leadership Conference RHA Fax: (517) 355-0734 

MSU Residence Halls Association  E-mail: hearnshe@msu.edu 

G-7 Holden Hall Web: www.rha.msu.edu 

East Lansing, MI 48825  

  

DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO BE A LEADER? 

RHA HOST LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 

 

East Lansing, Mich. — This February the Spartan Leadership Conference is coming to campus. The 

MSU Residence Halls Association along with the Department of Residence Life is hosting a free leadership 

conference, complete with programming, food and prizes. This is a conference for the students, presented by 

their fellow classmates.  

The conference will open with a few words from the RHA President, Chelsea Satkowiak, followed by a 

motivational speech given by Dr. Maybank, Vice President of Student Affairs. After which the programming 

for the day will begin, focusing on developing student’s leadership skills in their professional, personal and 

academic life.  

 The conference will take place Saturday, February 12
th

 from 10am to 4pm in the Snyder-Phillips theatre 

and classrooms. There is a wide range of programs being offered including resume building, community 

development, social media, communication, and managing authority, among many others.   

Campus student leaders are presenting the majority of the days programs, in a series of three 50-minute 

sessions. When asked about the programming for the day, Lisa Stewart, RHA Communications Coordinator and 

Co-Chairperson for the Spartan Leadership Conference said, the conference “enables student leaders to present 

programs for fellow classmates, taking initiative in developing personal and professional skills that will surely 

mailto:dpr@rha.msu.edu
http://www.rha.msu.edu/
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benefit them as they start applying for jobs.”  

The conference has seen a large response, reaching capacity at 200 delegates, greatly exceeding the 

expected turn out. Students will receive giveaways throughout the day, as well as lunch and snacks. The 

conference will close, with the awarding of the top 3 programs, as voted by the conference delegates.  

 The Spartan Leadership Conference is a great opportunity for students to develop their leadership skills 

while attending a program that will greatly enhance their resume. “Personally, I’m looking forward to seeing 

students collaborate while giving back to the MSU community,” said Stewart, “Hopefully this will inspire them 

to take an active role in leadership positions here on campus and into the future.“  

 

The Conference Staff 

Director of Programming Chris Rivard, Director of Registration Kelcey Gapske, Co-Chairperson Lisa Stewart, 

Director of Public Relations Shelby Hearn, Director of Food and Hospitality Room Zachary DeRade, Co-

Chairperson Kelly Herberholz, Conference Treasurer Justin Love 
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Co-Chairpersons Kelly Herberholz & Lisa Stewart 

 

RHA Executive Board and General Assembly Members  
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Austin Mills directing a Resume Building Program 

 

Chelsea Satkowiak leading a program called “Efficiency is Key” 

# # # 
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Michigan State University host MORHA January Business Meeting  

Students throughout the state come together to conduct legislation and plan upcoming conference 

EAST LANSING— Michigan State University host the MORHA January Business Meeting on January 21-

23
rd

. This meeting brings together 30 student leaders from all over other Universities throughout the state of 

Michigan to plan the conference, put on programs, legislation, and philanthropy. Michigan State provided the 

Union to conduct business and the delegates stayed at IM Circle. 

 “The meeting was a great success, and the facilities and amenities were phenomenal. The meeting rooms 

in the Union were among the best that MORHA has ever had for a meeting, while the choice to have sleeping 

facilities in the IM Circle meant that family had physical activities at a business meeting for the first time in 

more than a year,” said MORHA Director Dan Frechtling.  

 Since the conference was such as success Michigan State plans on hosting more business meetings in the 

future. “It was nice to see the University involvement in the business meeting from donations from Sparty’s, 

Union Pizzaria culinary services, IM facilities, the Union Staff, and the RHA delegation came together to put on 

a successful event” said Kelly Herberholz a representative from the General Assembly.  

 Michigan State was pleased to donate 20 blankets to the MSU resource center for families from around 

the globe with little resources. Michigan State wants to host future business meetings, in addition to possibly 

hosting the MORHA conference in the near future.  

# # #  
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RHA host 5K Spartan Sprint to raise funds for Habitat for Humanity 

 This is the first year MSU RHA decided to put on a 5K Spartan Sprint race to benefit Habitat for 

Humanity. We ended up raising around $600 dollars for the event. A little over 25 members participated in the 

race that was throughout campus along the Red Cedar River. It was a great way to partner with another 

organization (Habitat for Humanity) on campus. Our Health and Safety Director Arielle Pietron put on the 

event, which was a huge success. This will be implemented in many years to come and hopefully will only 

grow over time!  

 

 

# # #  
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RHA Sponsors Event for Women’s Empowerment Week 

Director of Progressive Racial, Ethnic, and Progressive Affairs host a Women’s Empowerment event 

called the Vagina Warriors. “ Over the course of a week 150 students attended a seminar to raise awareness 

about female issues such as feminism, health, and education issues,” said Christina. The event was a huge 

success because of the topics that were addressed. Many women felt as if they could open up and relate to one 

another in a unique way unlike other programs that are put in on campus it. The keynote for the speaker was the 

Nutritionist at Olin. RHA passed out Vagina Warrior bags containing health packets including feminism and 

hygiene products, pens, paper, band-aids, hand sanitizer, and other health related items.  “Overall, this was the 

first time we put on this event but we want to continue to spread awareness and this will continue on for many 

years to come,” said Christina.  

Spartan to open for Wale Concert at Wharton 

 Michigan State RHA brings Wale an upcoming star rap performer to East Lansing. 1,200 to 1,500 

students are expected to attend the event. The event was primarily promoted through social media such as 

twitter and facebook. RHA announced daily give aways on these social media sites to drive students to the site. 

RHA strives to bring different performers to campus to cater to all of our students here on campus. Many people 

can relate to his words and use them for inspiration. We try to put on one concert per semester and this was an 

extremely good turn out considering it was right as soon as students returned from winter break. For more 

information visit www.rha.msu.edu to find out more about upcoming shows and events!  

 

 

RHA approves gender neutrality group 

 RHA passed a bill unanimously to approve gender-neutral housing policy to make Gender Neutral MSU 

a sponsored group. The sponsored group with start meetings and discussions and atomically are placed on 

meeting agendas. This will start building community support for a university policy on gender-neutral housing. 

Nick Pfost who is a representative from Alliance said “Gender Neutral MSU will continue to look for student 

support for its movement in the hopes of making the proposed policy a reality.”  

http://www.rha.msu.edu/
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 *Michigan State University went to MBLGTACC (Midwest bisexual lesbian gay transgender ally 

college conference) at the University of Michigan and won the bid to host it in 2013. Thanks to all the hard 

work and assistance of Nick Pfost who spearheaded the bid.  

 

 

MSU Host a Book Drive to Benefit Liberia 

 The Residence Halls Association partners with ONEmsu to put on a campus wide book drive. When all 

was done over 700 books were collected to benefit a school in Liberia who have just built a new school. RHA 

provided a pizza party for Snyder Phillips hall who was the leading hall government to collect the most books. 

They will continue to partner with organization such as ONEmsu to promote educational issues next year also.  

 

Breaking Point 

 This year over 200 students participated in breaking point, which is a stress reliever for students around 

exam week. This year held it at the Kellog Center.  RHA provided finger foods, refreshments, three massage 

therapist, different gaming activities such as WII and Game Cube. They also decorated card for Make a Child 

Smile. Ultimately, we invited a hypnotist, which was a huge hit. This idea came from the NACURH conference 

from 2010. It’s just a nice way for students to come and blow of some steam while to take a little break from all 

those stressful exams. Exam week is one of the highest rates of suicide on campus so we would like to just have 

an escape for students to just relax.  
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Top 35 Reasons to become apart of RHA 

According to the MSU General Assembly 

1. Different groups talking about upcoming events 

2. Friendly community feel 

3. The people 

4. “Getting to be a part of something that is bigger than myself. I love having the opportunity to 

have a positive impact on my campus and create a better experience for those who will be at 

MSU after me” 

5. Meetings 

6. “Feeling like the work we do makes a difference to the school” 

7. Free stuff 

8. Smiles 

9. Great friends 

10. Efficiency; friendliness 

11. Members’ privilege  

12. Participating in ongoing events at MSU 

13. Special groups 

14. The cow (person of the week)  

15. Staying informed on campus events 

16. “I love being involved in something as big as the campus wide government 

17. Special dinners 

18. Networking 

19. Being involved in decision-making at MSU 

20. Being involved with a group of people that care about MSU 

21. Trivia questions 

22. Comradery 

23. Leadership experience 

24. Community of people working together 

25. Bills 

26. “My favorite part of RHA is helping to make a difference in our school” 

27. Getting to know the GA and Eboard 

28. Family-like, it is very easy to get involved 

29. Involvement 

30. Voting 

31. “The sense of being able to make a difference and having a voice” 

32. The GA 

33. Learning 

34. “The amount of doors and opportunities it has opened” 

35. “RHA is a close-nit government and family that works closely together to address issues. This 

RHA is the most tightly knit and harmonious group ever that truly care about addressing 

[Residences Halls] Issues” 
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MSU Favorite Programs of the Year 

According to the General Assembly 

 Culture Through the Arts 

 Dancemania 

 GA Retreats 

 Uncle Johns Cider Mill  

 Art Unlimited 

 Laser Tag 

 Spartan Leadership Conference 

 Campus Center Cinemas 

 Sexual Spelling Bee 

 Campus Center Cinemas  

 Movie Offices 

 Wale Concert 

 Spartan Sprint 

 Test Kitchen Dinner 

 Breaking Point 

 Passion Pit Concert 

 

 

General Assembly retreats in October we went to Uncle Johns Cider Mill!  
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Fall 2011 Spartan Chronicle Budget 

SUMMARY OF REVENUES AND BALANCES 

1 SUMMER 2010 BUDGET REVERSIONS  $96,850.31   $96,850.31  

2 FALL 2010 TAX ALLOCATION (14,206 STUDENTS)  $356,525.00   $356,525.00  

3 CONCERT REVENUE  $85,526.95   $85,526.95  

BALANCE FORWARDED:  $538,902.26   $538,902.26  

    

    

BYLAWED EXPENSES 

1 2% WITHHOLDING  $7,130.50   $7,130.50  

2 EXECUTIVE BOARD PAYROLL  $35,277.19   $35,277.19  

3 CONSTITUENT ALLOCATION  $86,347.00   $86,347.00  

4 BUDGET COMMITTEE GENERAL FUND  $12,000.00   $12,000.00  

6 BUDGET COMMITTEE TANGIBLE ITEMS FUND  $4,000.00   $4,000.00  

7 NRHH ALLOCATION  $750.00   $750.00  

8 RESERVE FUND ALLOCATION  $1,782.63   $1,782.63  

9 COMMITTEE CHAIR DISCRETIONARY  $200.00   $200.00  

10 SUMMER 2011 WITHHOLDING  $2,000.00   $2,000.00  

11 CONCERT REVENUE  $85,526.95   $85,526.95  

SUBTOTAL:  $235,014.27   $235,014.27  

    

    

AVAILABLE FUNDS (NOT MANDATED):  $303,888.00   $303,888.00  

    

    

  
 PROPOSED 

ALLOCATION  

 COB 

APPROVED  

    

PRESIDENT 

1 PRESIDENT'S PROGRAMMING FUND  $3,000.00   $3,000.00  

2 STAFF MATERIALS  $800.00   $800.00  

4 IT DISCRETIONARY  $1,000.00   $1,000.00  
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5 DISCRETIONARY  $2,500.00   $2,500.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $7,300.00   $7,300.00  

    

CHIEF OF STAFF 

2 STAFF DEVELOPMENT  $100.00   $100.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $100.00   $100.00  

    

VICE PRESIDENT 

1 GA RETREATS  $1,200.00   $1,200.00  

2 PRESIDENTS ROUNDTABLE  $700.00   $700.00  

3 CONSTITUENT AWARDS  $450.00   $450.00  

4 DIVERSITY AWARDS  $450.00   $450.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $2,800.00   $2,800.00  

    

    

    

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

1 QUICKBOOKS SUBSCRIPTION  $228.49   $228.49  

2 ACCOUNT SERVICE FEES  $75.00   $75.00  

3 INCIDENTAL EXPENSES  $2,000.00   $2,000.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $2,303.49   $2,303.49  

    

    

DIRECTOR OF RACIAL, ETHNIC AND PROGRESSIVE AFFAIRS 

1 CORES/COPS SPONSORSHIP  $2,000.00   $2,000.00  

2 CELEBRATION OF WOMEN EVENT  $2,080.00   $2,080.00  

3 PRESIDENT'S ROUND TABLE REFRESHMENTS AND PRIZES  $200.00   $200.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $4,280.00   $4,280.00  

    

    

DIRECTOR OF TECHNOLOGY 

1 MORHA WEBSITE DOMAIN  $500.00   $500.00  

2 SOFTWARE UPGRADES  $1,056.00   $1,056.00  
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3 COMPUTER REPLACEMENT FUND  $1,400.00   $1,400.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $2,956.00   $2,956.00  

    

    

DIRECTOR OF ADVERTISING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 

1 ADVERTISING  $7,182.00   $7,182.00  

3 PROMOTIONAL ITEMS  $7,000.00   $7,000.00  

4 PRINTED MATERIALS  $3,680.00   $3,680.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $17,862.00   $17,862.00  

    

    

DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL EVENTS 

1 ARTIST FEES  $75,000.00   $75,000.00  

2 PRODUCTION COSTS  $27,000.00   $27,000.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $102,000.00   $102,000.00  

    

    

DIRECTOR OF CAMPUS CENTER 

1 MOVIES  $45,000.00   $45,000.00  

2 RENOVATIONS  $8,000.00   $8,000.00  

3 UNIFORMS  $550.00   $550.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $53,550.00   $53,550.00  

    

    

DIRECTOR OF MOVIE OFFICES 

1 DVD PURCHASES  $9,000.00   $9,000.00  

2 UNIFORMS  $550.00   $550.00  

3 DRAWERS  $2,312.50   $2,312.50  

SUBTOTAL:  $11,862.50   $11,862.50  

    

DIRECTOR OF RHA TV 

1 MOVIE ROYALTIES  $34,000.00   $34,000.00  

2 DIGITAL MEDIA PLAYER  $1,000.00   $1,000.00  
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3 ROUND TRIP SHIPPING  $750.00   $750.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $35,750.00   $35,750.00  

    

    

DIRECTOR OF HEALTH AND SAFETY 

1 OLIN HEALTH CENTER FUNDING  $11,450.00   $11,450.00  

2 RHA 5K  $2,000.00   $2,000.00  

3 FIRST AID AND CPR  $3,000.00   $3,000.00  

4 BREAKING POINT MAIN EVENT  $5,000.00   $5,000.00  

5 WOMEN'S WEEK PACKS  $1,000.00   $1,000.00  

6 FILMMAKER AND GUEST SPEAKER  $600.00   $600.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $23,050.00   $23,050.00  

    

    

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

1 OFFICE SUPPLIES  $1,000.00   $1,000.00  

2 PHONE BILL / RHA TV BROADCASTING FEES  $3,100.00   $3,100.00  

3 XEROX CHARGES  $984.00   $984.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $5,084.00   $5,084.00  

    

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

1 GLACURH DELEGATE FEE  $500.00   $500.00  

2 GLACURH DUES  $200.00   $200.00  

3 GLACURH TRAVEL EXPENSES  $600.00   $600.00  

4 GLACURH ADVISOR FEE  $100.00   $100.00  

5 GLACURH APPERAL AND CONFERENCE SUPPLIES  $500.00   $500.00  

6 JANUARY BUSINESS MEETING  $500.00   $500.00  

7 PHILANTHROPY  $200.00   $200.00  

8 BEE INSPIRED LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE  $2,000.00   $2,000.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $4,600.00   $4,600.00  

    

PAYROLL (HOURLY EMPLOYEES) 

1 MOVIE OFFICES  $16,740.00   $16,740.00  
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2 CAMPUS CENTER  $8,700.00   $8,700.00  

3 FINANCE STAFF  $3,200.00   $3,200.00  

4 FRINGE BENEFITS  $300.00   $300.00  

5 PROGRAM ASSISTANT - KARAOKE  $1,250.00   $1,250.00  

6 TECH ASSISTANT   $200.00   $200.00  

SUBTOTAL:  $30,390.00   $30,390.00  

    

    

 END TOTALS  

TOTAL OF ALL EXPENSES  $538,902.26   $538,902.26  

NET BALANCE  $538,902.26   $538,902.26  
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Letter of Appreciation 

To Our Loyal Readers, 

 We would like to thank you for considering Michigan State to be the 2011 RHA of the Year.  We 

cannot express to you how much the Residence Halls Association has done for us and for this university.  

As student leaders on this campus, RHA has impacted our lives in ways we could have never imagined.  

With most of us being graduating seniors, we feel as though RHA has given us the tools to succeed in any 

adventure we choose to pursue in the future. For those of us who are not graduating, we are motivated to 

continue to improve the on-campus experience.  We have all spent different amounts of time being 

involved in the organization, but all of us can confidently say that RHA has helped us to improve in both 

our personal and professional lives.  

 More importantly, over the past year RHA has worked to provide the students of Michigan State 

University with a great campus experience full of programs, entertainment, conferences, resources, and 

so much more.  As an organization, we strive to continuously better our university and provide the 

residents everything they need to be successful both at MSU, and in their future. 

 If we can be a resource at all to any other universities or organizations, we would be more than 

happy to help them.  We would love an opportunity to help any student have the best experience possible 

while being on campus, whether that be here at MSU or another university.  Thank you for all the hard 

work you do at your own universities and thank you again for considering Michigan State for 2011 RHA 

of the Year. 

Sincerely, 

The MSU Executive Board     
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Opinion 
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