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DU’s Got Talent 

 DU’s Got Talent is an annual talent show held at Davenport University showcasing 

student talents at Davenport. This was the second year for DU’s got talent. Any and all students 

that live on campus at Davenport are invited to participate, and all Davenport students and 

faculty are welcome to come and watch.  

 DU’s Got Talent was held this year in our new Sneden Center Auditorium. The 

auditorium normally seats about three hundred people, and even with extra chairs we still had 

standing room only. 

 For the event we asked three of our Davenport Professors to come and be the judges for 

the show. The judges evaluated each act based on originality, creativity, and how good the 

performance was overall. The three judges then averaged their scores for all competitors, and 

first, second, and third place winners were given cash prizes.  

 All students attending were also given a chance to vote for a people’s choice winner. This 

winner also received a cash prize. Being the winner of any of the judges awards did not exclude 

an act from being eligible for people’s choice. We felt that if an act was good enough to be 

recognized by the judges and the popular vote, then that act deserved to win doubly.  

 This event was almost entirely student run. A student hosted the event and entertained the 

audience between acts. All the lights, audio, and projectors were run by students, and all the prep 

work such as making signs, big fake checks for the winners, setup and tear down was also done 

by students.  

 

  



 

 

 

The main goal of DU’s Got Talent is to 
showcase the wide variety for talents 
that students at Davenport have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students Organization 

 Showcase personal 

talents 

 Meet new people on 

campus 

 Become familiar with 

RHA and its officers 

 Have FUN!! 

 Encourage attendance at 

meetings 

 Continue to grow the 

event for next year 

 Promote RHA and other 

on campus organizations 

 

 



 

Prizes 

First Prize----------------------------------------------$40 

Second Prize-------------------------------------------$30 

Third Prize---------------------------------------------$20 

People’s Choice---------------------------------------$10 

 

Total---------------------------------------------------$100 

  



 

DU’s got talent give students who have truly great talents an opportunity to showcase these 

talents when normally they would not be able to. Many people have musical or dance talents, and 

at Davenport there are no fine arts classes for those students to showcase those talents.  

DU’s got talent also provides all Davenport students with entertainment for free. DU’s got talent 

has been free since it began and there are no plans to change that. It is understandable to want to 

try to make up for the money you spend on each event, but when a student does not participate 

on campus because he or she does not want to pay, then the event has been a waste.  

DU’s got talent also introduces some younger incoming students to some of the campus leaders, 

and even to some faculty. All three judges of DU’s got talent were professors at Davenport and 

there is a very good chance that every student at Davenport will have at least one of those three 

teachers. Even a short introduction to a teacher, or even just knowing that a professor can make a 

joke, can ease the mind of someone who is nervous about going to a class with a new professor 

This year DU’s got talent was bigger than ever. We packed the auditorium and had over a dozen 

acts.  

  



 

A talent show is a very easy and very cool program to put on at your school. It is a great program 

for showcasing student talents.  

An important part of the talent show is the location. At Davenport there are few options for 

locations that seat enough people. At larger universities there may be many places that a talent 

show could be held. One thing to take into account would be the expected turn out of the event, 

and the audio, and light capabilities of the location. On a larger campus a centralized location 

could improve attendance. 

It is a good idea to have tryouts for talents before the event. This allows you to make sure all acts 

are appropriate, and of good quality.  

Judges could be selected from students, staff, or RHA board members. You should also decide 

how the judges will judge the acts, and decide if there will be a popular vote for the winner. 

An important part of making the show a success is to find a good host who can entertain the 

crowd between acts, and get the judges involved. 

Having someone who knows how to run an audio system is also important for any acts that 

require music such as singing or dancing.  

 

 



Letter of support 

Dear MORHA Board Members, Communications Coordinator, advisors, and friends 

 I have the honor to be able to offer my to DU’s Got Talent for program of the year. DU’s 

Got Talent brought a lot of people together on campus. No program put on by any campus 

organization at Davenport had as good a turnout as DU’s Got Talent.  

 Davenport is a small university, but we have lots of people with unique talents. 

Showcasing these things brought our campus together. I don’t think that any other even on 

campus has ever had such a high percentage of students that life on campus come. Or Davenport 

campus only has about five hundred students that live on campus. DU’s Got Talent had an 

attendance of over three hundred. That means that over 50 percent of Davenport’s on campus 

students attended our event. 

 DU’s Got Talent set the bar for on campus events. 

 

 

Mitchell Holt  

RHA Treasurer 

Meijer Hall 

 


