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At Ferris State University we believe that by giving back and 

developing the world around us, we are not only helping others, but 

helping ourselves as well. Ferris State University gives back in many 

ways: monetary, personal volunteering, or promoting recognition for 

volunteering. Ferris State University participates in the United Way 

charity and the students are eager to help and contribute. This year, we 

were able to reach our campus goal for donating to United Way.   

RHA has contributed to Ferris State’s philosophy of giving back to 

improve the world around us by developing and organizing many 

philanthropy programs. In the past year, Ferris State University’s 

Residence Hall Association has helped sponsor many events. One of 

those events includes Cheer on Children, a fundraiser that raises funds 

for Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital by organizing a dodge-ball.  

Change for Change, another event, which was headed and created by 

Ferris State’s RHA organization, was put into action to raise money for 

the local Big Brothers Big Sisters Chapter. RHA raised nearly $150.00 

for less than two weeks.  Ferris State’s Student Government 

Organization has taken a big step in providing assistance to Ferris’s 

own community, Big Rapids, Michigan. FSU Student Government 

established the Big Event which is the largest student philanthropy on 

campus. Ferris State’s RHA not only does provide numerous volunteers 

and working teams for this event, but it also assists in promoting it 

across campus. 

In the future Ferris State University’s Residence Hall Association 

hopes to provide more philanthropy activities to as many people and 

organization as possible. Ferris’s RHA also wants to educate its 

students and the Big Rapids community about the purpose of 

philanthropies, and continue to participate in those that are currently 

implemented. 

 



 

  

Many colleges, universities and organizations 

focus on the common forms of cancer and 

raise funds to help those particular patients, 

but what about the other cancer patients? 

Ferris State went a step further in their 

philanthropy goal and thought about the 

other patients in need who do not have a type 

of cancer that is commonly broadcasted by 

the media. Ferris students organized an event 

that focused on raising funds for Prostate 

Cancer Research – No-Shave November. 

A Helping-Hand for 

Cancer 

Ferris State focuses on all individuals in need. 



 

 

  

Inspiring Helping-Hands 

At the beginning of the month, residents (male and female) were 
asked to sign up to participate in the month-long No-shave 

November program. They were told that the program would go 
towards benefitting Prostate Cancer and was set to raise 

awareness of the disease.  

 

No-Shave November is a wonderful program that can help many, but it 

only takes a few to organize and participate to get it started. 

The No-Shave program only requires twenty participants, and the hall that 

originally organized the program received a total of twenty-five eager Ferris 

State students who wanted to make a difference and help others. 

 

Women were inspired to join by reminding them how many the 
men help sponsor Breast Cancer Research.  

Residents overall were encouraged to join the program even if 
they planned on shaving. 

 

The only stipulation to this program was that residents 
were requested to donate a dollar for every time they 
shaved during the month. The dollars donated by the 

residents were the funds used for Prostate Cancer Research. 

 



 

  No-Shave November’s 

Helping Goals 

No-Shave November was a 

philanthropy event loaded with a 

variety of goals. The main goal of 

the program was to raise awareness 

as well as funds for Prostate Cancer 

Research.  

 A secondary goal of the program was to encourage 

Ferris State students to think about community 

service and how they can help out on campus, and 

then be able to take the helping concept to another 

level and begin to make a difference throughout the 

community. Through this concept, the hall staff who 

organized the program was able to obtain ideas of 

different community service projects that students 

previously done and would like to see put into action 

on campus. 

 
Lastly, the program was a creative was to get 

Ferris State students to having fun and 

interacting with one another. 

 



 

  

No-Shave November’s Effects 

Dialogue was conducted during the after-party of the event 

and it was incredible. Many of the residents began to think of 

aspects of their lives which they may not have considered 

beforehand. It was great to see the residents talking frankly 

with each other about charity.  

They were all very honest and open with their answers which 

show that programs like No-shave November make Ferris 

State students feel comfortable in their community. 

 

The program caused Prostate Cancer to be brought to the 

front of people's minds. The residents were excited to raise 

money for this cause because they said, and agreed, it was 

something people don't think about very often. 

Through the No-shave November program, a total of fifty 

dollars was donated to the American Cancer Society for 

Prostate Cancer Research. 

 



 

  The Start of a Helping 
Philanthropy Project 

Cheer on Children has made 

tremendous changes in the 

community since its origin several 

years ago. It began as a dodge ball 

tournament titled Cheer on Charlie 

to benefit a local resident who was 

in need of some help. Eager and 

glad to help others, Ferris State 

students continued the dodge ball 

tournament over the years.  
Eager and glad to help others, 

Ferris State students continued 

the dodge ball tournament over 

the years. Throughout the years, 

this event has grown 

significantly and the cause is to 

provide funds for Helen DeVos 

Children’s Hospital in Grand 

Rapids Michigan. Cheer on 

Children continues to aim to 

offer residents of Ferris State a 

chance to support a good cause 

in an enjoyable way.  



 

  
Goal of an Outstanding 

Philanthropic Hand 

Entertainment of the Ferris State 

Campus was yet another goal. Having 

a dodgeball tournament proved a 

realistic way to accomplish both of 

the goals of this event. 

The main goal for Cheer on Children 

was to raise money for the Helen 

DeVos Children's Hospital. The goal 

to reach was at least $500. 



 

  Cheer on Children’s Helping 

Cheer on Children included a silent auction, of which 

businesses donated gift cards, prizes, and even cash 

to help with the actual event. The dedication of the 

university and community to this project is really 

what made it successful.  

 

This year, after totals 

from registration, 

donations, the silent 

auction, and t-shirt sales, 

our total donation to 

Helen DeVos Children's 

Hospital was $750.00. 

This will certainly be 

beneficial to the hospital 

that just opened a brand 

new children center. 

 

Registration for a 

team cost $25 

with all proceeds 

going towards our 

charity, Helen 

DeVos Children's 

Hospital. T-shirts 

were also t-shirts.  

 



  

Cheer on Children had a very large effect on the 

Ferris State students and the Big Rapids community. 

Thanks to the involvement and collaboration of the 

community, a large sum of money was able to be 

donated to the Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital. 

 

An older gentleman saw our poster talking about Helen 

DeVos Hospital and what they do. He came over and 

described to us how his grandson was at the hospital at that 

very moment. He said that his grandson was getting great 

care, and that he would be happy to help support our cause. 

This truly showed the essence of the program and made it so 

much more worthwhile. 

 

Effects of the Cheer on Children 

Hands 



 

 

March 4, 2011 

 

Dear MORHA Selection Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to express my experience of philanthropy at Ferris State University.  

Philanthropy on Ferris State is a topic taken very seriously and there are many intentional programs happening 

on the campus to promote service to others.  It is for these reasons I write this letter of recommendation for 

Ferris State to be selected as the Philanthropy Award winner. 

The institution has a strong focus on giving back to the community.  There are many annual events happen on 

campus as well as new endeavors starting each year.  The Office of Housing and Residence Life has a 

committee focused on service learning and how important it is to serve.  RHA has also started new projects this 

year focus on philanthropy. .   

We had a Change for Change drive where we raised money for Big Brothers, Big Sisters.  This was a passive 

program where all students had to do was donate their change at their front desks.  RHA also support events by 

putting teams together. This year we dedicated our time and money to Cheer on Children Dodge ball 

Tournament, Relay for Life, and the Big Event.  We also hold an annual Volleyball Tournament to raise money 

for cancer research. 

Through all of these activities and more Ferris State understands how important philanthropy education is to an 

institution.  Staff and faculty want all students are dedicated to make the community a better place.  Through the 

initiatives and action of the members of this institution Ferris is well deserving of this award. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter of recommendation. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Joanne Robertson 

Hall Director 

Clark Hall 

Ferris State University 
 


