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Dear MORHA, 

  I was first introduced to RHA in 2006 when my friend invited me to go to 

a meeting one crisp Tuesday evening. That night changed my life. I was no longer 

the college student who just went to class, programs, and chilled with my friends. 

I saw that there was a real chance to get involved on campus, with an organization 

that was not bent on popularity like so many of our High school’s student councils 

are. This was an organization that really wanted to hear about resident concerns 

and wanted to make a difference. 

 From that night I became a regular attending member then was given the 

opportunity to go to my first conference at GVSU! I had no idea what I was 

getting myself into, but for some reason it was inspiring. Soon after that I 

dedicated myself to RHA and to MORHA. I was on fire for organizations that 

could change the world and change who I was as a person. 

 However, I have always wanted a person to push me to do great things and 

having an absence of that in my life, I soon found out that if I were to achieve 

things in my life I would have to do it. This lack of inner strength has taken three 

years to build up. Through gaining amazing mentors who push me in the right 

direction I have finally taken on the full mantel of being a student leader.  I can no 

longer hold back, because the path has not been open to me before. I must tread 

ahead and show through my actions, decisions, interactions, that I have become a 

student leader in heart, mind, and soul. 

 With this being said I would like to further my leadership abilities to the 

state level and show my school and RHA that if you want something you can 

achieve it. Becoming Associate Director of Programming will be a wonderful 

personal achievement, but more than that it will show my RHA small schools can 

do big things too! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Russell Slendebroek 

President of RHA  
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Positional: 

1. Have a Summit at each business meeting that would be educational 

for the family. 

2. Have programming that is accessible to the Family so they can 

take it home to their colleges/universities. 

3. Follow up with the family members in between business meetings 

to see if they have been active on their campus. 

4. Continue with having schools bring programs to business 

meetings. 

5. Making sure schools try to have service projects at business 

meetings. 

6. Creating programming that benefits first time Family and returning 

family. 

7. Making programming meaningful to Family and not using it as 

filler. 

8. Not only going over programs, but how school’s plan for programs 

and get funding. 

Organizational: 
1. Implementing programming with a purpose RHAS. 

2. Getting higher attendance of Family members at business 

meetings. 

3. Be an integral part of moving MORHA in the right direction. 
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Student Leadership: 
 MOCC of Baker College for 2 years 
 President of Baker College for 1 year 
 Resident Assistant for 3 years 
 Part of the Diversity Team 
 Orientation Leader 
 Work Study 
 Lead workshops at the WMPCC 

Conference Experience: 
 Conference 07-10 

 Most business meetings in-between 

Relevant Experience: 
 Put together programs for the following groups, Diversity 

Team, being an RA, Orientation, Freshman Transitions, 

WMPCC, Siblings Weekend, and RHA activities 
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 Dean’s List Fall and Winter Quarter 

 Presenter’s award at the WMPCC’s Diversity 

Symposium 

 Email of appreciation from President of Baker 

 RA Certificate of achievement 

 Top 6 program at SVSU’s Conference 

 Director’s Pin from Dan Frechtling 

 
 

 



BAKER COLLEGE OF MUSKEGON 
DEPARTMENT OF RESIDENCE LIFE 

 

BAKER COLLEGE OF MUSKEGON 
1903 Marquette Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49442 
231-777-6526 office 

231-777-6527 fax 

March 31, 2010 

 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am writing a letter of support for Russell Slendebroek applying to be MORHA’s 

next Associate Director of Programming.   

 

Russell is currently starting his second year as President of RHA and is a prime 

example as to what a President should be like.  His approachable personality lets 

his peers feel as if they could go to him with any concern and his demeanor 

classifies him as a true leader.  He does a great deal of programming among the 

campus community because he enjoys the interaction with the students and feels 

that is how he connects with them.   

 

Russell is in fact in good academic and financial standing here at Baker College 

of Muskegon. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration for Russell Slendebroek as the next 

Associate Director of Programming. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Aaron Johnston 

Residence Hall Coordinator 

RHA Advisor 

231-777-5216 

aaron.johnston@baker.edu 
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March 28, 2010 

 

To whom it may concern: 

 

This letter is written to express my strong support of Russell Slendebroek’s 

advancement to Associate Director of Programming. I have known Russell for the 

past two years, and have worked closely with him on several committees and 

projects. During this time he has demonstrated a strong commitment to Baker 

College of Muskegon’s Residence Life Programming. He has helped advance the 

quality of programs provided for the students by being a productive member of 

the Diversity Team, Residence Life Staff, and President of RHA. 

 

Russell’s past experiences in programming demonstrate that he has the creativity, 

dedication, and ability to lead programming for MORHA in a positive direction. 

In the two years since I have known him, he has hosted many programs for the 

college, and has shown a great deal of responsibility in planning and budgeting 

for these events.  His events have also been popular with the residents, and have 

had a great turnout.  

 

Russell is a dedicated member of RHA. I have witnessed Russell going out of his 

way for other board members at Baker College of Muskegon numerous times. For 

example, he guided another board member in the right direction for making flyers 

to advertise our “What Sparks Your Desire?” program. Russell has also been 

willing to teach and work with other students on programs they wish to host. He 

participates as a group leader in our Diversity Team, and is always eager to assist 

others in planned venues. 

 

Russell is a hard worker with a great attitude, and wonderful ideas. He is always 

eager to learn and teach. MORHA needs more students like Russell; students who 

are committed to being competent and caring, and whose ideas and experiences 

will make a difference in the future of MORHA.  He is qualified and fit for the 

position. I recommend him highly, and see MORHA greatly benefitting from 

Russell holding the position of Associate Director of Programming. 

 

Sincerely, 

Danielle Nowak 

Public Relations Chair, Baker College of Muskegon 
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