
Kara Kurczeski 
for 

MORHA Advisor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western Michigan University 

Hall Director, Ernest & Smith Burnham Halls 

Advisor, Residence Hall Association 



About Me! 

My name is Kara and I’m a second year Hall Director at Western 

Michigan University.  I am originally from New Jersey and spent my 

undergraduate years at Seton Hall University where I majored in Sociology 

and minored in Spanish and Political Science.  I was also a Resident 

Assistant and a member of the international sorority - Delta Phi Epsilon.  I 

went to graduate school at Grand Valley State University and have my 

Master’s of Education in College Student Affairs Leadership.  In my 

profession, I am passionate about students (of course!), underrepresented 

groups (in particular: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender students, 

international students & students with disabilities), recognition and 

advising.  Non-professionally, I love my kitten Gizmo, cheese fries 

(especially on a stressful day!), Noodles & Company and of course my 

family, friends and fiancé Aaron! 

 

Institutional & Organizational Support 

The Office of Residence Life and the Residence Hall Association at 

Western Michigan University both support my candidacy for MORHA 

Advisor. 

 

Time Commitments 

Next year, I plan on continuing as a Hall 

Director at Western Michigan.  I also plan on 

continuing to advise RHA, which is considered 

a collateral part of my Hall Director job.  

Although it’s a 40-hour a week job, we all 

know that sometimes it’s more depending on 

the time of year! 

 
Posing as Captain Planet at RHA’s Spring 

Leadership Conference 



Past Advising Experiences 

I started my advising career as a graduate student at GVSU.  As part 

of my assistantship, I advised the community council for the hall in which I 

lived and worked.  I assisted the executive board in the creation of hall 

programs, running meetings, and hosting the annual RA/MA Pageant 

which raised money to support those suffering in the conflict in Darfur.   

 

Also while at GVSU, I advised Phi Sigma Sigma’s new chapter.  I 

provided support to the members while they transitioned from colony into 

chapter, assisted them in their leadership development and was a role 

model of Greek values.  I also 

advised directly the Recruitment 

Director and provided her with 

support and mentoring as she 

grew into her role. 

 

I am currently co-advisor of 

my hall’s council – Students 

Networking & Achieving 

Potential, and co-advise RHA!  Advising RHA has been an amazing 

experience for me this year.  I’ve gotten to know so many great leaders (in 

positions or not!) and have seen them all grow to reach toward their 

potential.  With RHA this year, I’ve assisted them in rebuilding their 

organization, planning programs and conferences, and in their personal 

and professional development.  And, I received the Advisor of the Year 

Award for MORHA this year.  What an honor to be recognized by not only 

WMU’s RHA but by the state of Michigan – wow! 

 

 

RHA at Senior Citizen’s Prom 



Conference Experience 

I love conferences!  My first-ever conference was the MACUHO 

Student Staff Conference in 2005 where I attended as an undergraduate 

student and presented: “Can I Be Greek and an RA?”  I was hooked!  From 

there, I went to several professional conferences as a graduate student, 

including topic-related ones such as NAFSA Regional for international 

student and study abroad advisors and Creating Change, which is a 

national LGBT conference.  I attended several national and regional 

student affairs conferences, including the ACPA/NASPA Joint Conference 

in 2007, which happens only every ten years!  I also advised a delegation 

to the Midwest LGBT Student Conference and presented my Master’s thesis 

topic. 

 

As a professional, I’ve become 

involved in GLACUHO, which is the 

professional staff version of 

GLACURH.  I’m on the Inclusion & 

Equity Committee and plan on 

writing articles for GLACUHO 

publications and presenting at the 

regional conference in November 

2010. I’ve also been delegation 

advisor with WMU’s RHA to several 

conferences including GLACURH and No Frills. 

 

Positional Goals 

As MORHA Advisor, I hope to be organized, flexible and available.  I 

am confident that the MORHA Board is capable of creating goals for the 

organization and exceeding them.  My hope is to help them get there.  



Being organized helps me to not only be a good role model, but it will also 

help MORHA and the board be successful in their endeavors, whether that’s 

new legislation, managing finances or in planning events.  Organization of 

my own schedule also helps me to be reliable so the board can depend on 

me for whatever they need.  Flexibility is also important as everything is 

always changing: goals, class schedules, personal lives, etc.  I have the ability 

to roll with the punches and not get stressed when things change, and can 

assist others in developing these same skills.  Finally, I promise to be 

available.  I realize this might be the most important, since if I’m not 

around, how can my organizational skills and flexibility be of any use to 

anyone?  I have a one-day turnaround on messages (phone or email) and 

am in constant communication with my current staff and organizations I 

advise.  MORHA would be no different. 

 

Organizational Goals 

WHAT YOU WANT!  Seriously! 

 

I believe that an advisor 

assists students and the 

organizations they lead 

to reach their potential.  

The goals MORHA sets 

for 2010-2011 will also 

be my goals and I will do 

what I can to help you 

reach them! 
 

 

 

GLACURH 2009 



March 25, 2010 

Dear MORHA:  

It is with great pleasure that I am able to provide this letter of recommendation for 

consideration for Ms. Kara Kurczeski of Western Michigan University (WMU) for MORHA Board 

Advisor.   

While putting forth her time and energy to being a hall director, Kara is still able to serve as 

WMU’s RHA Advisor with the highest level of enthusiasm, passion, and intelligence. By 

drawing on her own experiences as a past student leader and a professional, Kara has 

helped this year’s WMU RHA Executive Board develop as a team, set goals, and grow as 

leaders. Kara’s ability to guide, coach, and support RHA is phenomenal as she has 

perfected the perfect balance of hands on and hands off advising.  

Kara is continually looking for better ways to lead and guide and welcomes advice and 

constructive criticism. This truly shows her commitment to RHA, Residence Life and Western 

Michigan University and makes her an invaluable asset. 

As the recipient of the MORHA 2010 “Advisor of the Year,” Kara is an excellent candidate for 

MORHA Board Advisor. I sincerely hope that you consider her for this position. If I can provide 

any further insight or information, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you. 

 

Katie Ragan  

Katie Ragan  

Director of External Communication  

President Elect  

Residence Hall Association  

rha-dec@wmich.edu 
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