


We can work through all 

of these things, and that is 

my challenge to you all; 

use your creativity to think 

of ways that we all may 

answer the challenges of 

today.   

I hope that we all may 

grow through our MORHA 

experience. I hope that we 

all find our place in time,  

that we may change the 

world (and our halls) and 

leave it better than we 

found it.  

Dan Frechtling is the 

MORHA Student Resource 

Consultant; MORHA is 

searching for ways to drive 

the organization forward 

and serve our residents bet-

ter. 

Hopefully the folks over at 

NACURH 2009 will forgive 

me for my outright theft of 

their conference theme.  I felt 

that this was an excellent 

opportunity to kick off the 

MORHA year by laying a 

frame of sorts, though the 

frame may change an grow 

and morph as we go through 

the year. 

Our job as an organization is 

to represent and advocate 

for the people that live in our 

residence halls. Our job is to 

ensure that the leaders in our 

halls are capable and well 

versed in the issues about 

which we care.  

Our job is to support one 

another as we grow, to edu-

cate one another as we move 

into the future. Our job is to 

identify that which we lack, 

and gain it, and to improve 

on that which we already 

have. Each day that passes 

changes this world, and it is 

for us to be apart of that 

change, new meaning to 

our shared humanity. 

This issue of the MORHA 

Spectrum focuses on a few 

broad topics that affect 

the world, if not necessarily 

us. The sustenance of the 

environment is key to our 

continued survival, while 

the health of our economy 

is important for our fellows 

coming to college.  The 

world is not the same po-

litically as it was when we 

came to college, and there 

is a new emphasis on social 

justice.  

An Editorial: Our Place in Time 

NationStates: An Experiment in Today’s Issues 

Jennifer Gevernment: Na-

tionStates is a simple nation 

simulation game that puts 

one in charge of an ever-

growing and changing coun-

try. Each day brings a new 

issue, and the way the 

‗government‘ responds 

changes the nation‘s growth, 

economy, political freedoms, 

and civil rights. The issues 

are often quite relevant to 

today,  and humorous, too. 

This year, we‘re aiming to try  

the game as a learning tool, 

the issues in the game as a 

means for sparking dia-

logues on the issues of the 

real world.  

Interested? Create a nation 

at www.nationstates.net and 

search for the region 

‗MORHA.‘ The regional pass-

word is ‗morharox‘ 

Want to sound off on this 

topic? Email morhaid-

chair@gmail.com 
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No part of the earth is fully 

separated from the others; 

the earth is connected to the 

atmosphere and the water-

ways through various cycles. 

An easy concept to grasp, 

right? Intro level Biology 

class? What people often 

seem to forget is that the 

small things in life added 

together have a profound 

impact on the environment; 

how much energy is wasted 

by each of in a day, or a 

year? Here are some items 

for thought: 

Eat less meat: 

The production of meat and 

dairy products wastes a tre-

mendous amount of energy, 

far more than it takes to 

grow your average salad. 

Large animals (read: cows) 

require massive amounts of 

land, food, and water. There 

was even a study done that 

suggested that switching to a 

vegan diet does more for the 

environment than switching to 

a hybrid vehicle. 

SALAD! 

Nutrient Deficits: 

So, it takes a lot of nutrients 

to grow grains, and it takes a 

lot of nutrients to feed live-

stock. Lots of them, and for 

years and years we‘ve 

farmed land to the point 

where the soil‘s simply lack-

ing a lot of the nutrients that 

are necessary for growth. In 

comes fertilizer, pesticides, 

and herbicides,, none of 

which actually restore the 

soil‘s nutrients. The chemicals 

often contaminate the soil. 

That assumes that your shower 

uses 1 gallon of water per 

minute, and that you take 200 

showers during the school 

year. Actual numbers will 

vary, but you get the point– 

taking a shorter shower con-

serves water, and reduces the 

amount of water that has to 

be processed for human use. 

The Arctic Ice Cap… 

Take a Shorter Shower: 

Here‘s a quick set of numbers 

of numbers for you to mull 

over:  

...is melting. You an blame 

global warming for that. As it 

is, the polar ice mass de-

creases rapidly every year, 

and less is formed with the 

coming of winter. Soon, polar 

bears may not have any ice to 

hunt from, and there won‘t be 

any submarines crashing 

through the ice. 

 

Environmental Responsibility 

Water 

Airing it Out  

release of CFC aerosols.  

A couple of things that you 

can do: 

Update your aerosols:  

Get rid of older aerosols and 

replace them with new aero-

sols, which do not contain 

CFCs but rather halocarbons 

that don‘t destroy the ozone 

layer. 

Carpool:  

Chances are that you have 

people in your halls that live 

near you and would love a 

ride if you‘re heading home.  

Carpooling reduces the 

amount of vehicles on the 

road, and lowers the total 

volume of emissions  of green-

house gases—and it‘s easier 

on your wallet. 

Atmospheric Composition: 

The atmosphere is composed 

mainly of nitrogen gas, with 

a good amount of oxygen, 

and carbon compounds. Car-

bon dioxide is the most fa-

mous of them, but water va-

por, chloroflourocarbons, 

ozone, and others.  Burning 

of fossil fuels contribute to 

the levels of those compounds 

in the air, and so does the 
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Power Consumption: 

Almost everything we do 

takes energy– powering our 

cell phones, our computers, 

the lights in our homes and 

schools– and we have to pro-

duce the energy somehow. 

What‘s the number one 

method of producing energy 

in the United States? 

How can you reduce your 

electrical consumption, and 

how can you encourage oth-

ers to do the same? 

Minutes Gallons 

5 1000 

10 2000 

20 4000 

The Challenge for all of us: to do our part to preserve this world, and to encourage others to do the same. 



Nuclear weapons, piracy, longtime political mainstays out of office– you might start by asking what 

any of this has to do with you, a person living in the college bubble.  

I have no idea. What it means for you  is entirely different than what it means for me, so you‘ll have 

to decide for yourself. Here‘s a few things for you to take note of, however. 

-GM and Chrysler are still in financial trouble, and operating with assistance from the federal gov-

ernment.  GM CEO Rick Wagoner resigned this month as part of a restructuring plan  

-The United States is willing to enter into negotiations with Iran over the latter‘s nuclear program, a 

break from the policy of the previous US Administration 

-North Korea has vowed to continue with its nuclear program in defiance of international pressure; 

North Korea test-fired a missile earlier this month. 

-Protestors demonstrated in Kabul for the repeal of laws placing restrictions on women, including some 

that permit marital rape. Sound off on this, and other issues, by emailing morhaidchair@gmail.com. 

Around the World: Issues in the Political Climate  

-DJ Anderson, The University of 

Michigan 

The recent economic crisis has 

caused many people around 

the world to question the merit 

of the American capitalist 

system.  Yet, over the past few 

decades many Western Euro-

pean nations have been lead-

ing a global movement to 

renounce the capitalists sys-

tems, which had stimulated 

their growth though the post-

war period, and embrace 

socialist ideals.  It is in this 

atmosphere of increasing so-

cialism that the recent eco-

nomic events have occurred.  I 

suggest that we should not be 

questioning the capitalist ide-

als, which have fostered 

growth around the world, but 

instead the new socialist ide-

als, which are untested and 

counter to what has allowed 

such global growth.  This, for 

me, means that we must focus 

on long term growth and not 

on controlling unexplainable 

business cycles.  If we begin to 

ensure that people save and 

invest, we can ensure that the 

next recession will not bring 

down our economies as much 

as the current one has.  By 

saving during good times and 

spending during bad times, 

we can foster faster growth 

and faster recovery from the 

next recession.  As much as the 

government has tried to stop 

the recessions, they have 

every time had to admit that 

they are unpredictable and 

never the same.  Government 

is never the answer. 
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A Conservative’s Perspective: No more socialism  

―Keep your coins, I WANT 
CHANGE.‖ 
 
(www.nmhc.org/events/?id=145) 

W o m e n  p r o t e s t  r e s t r i c t i v e  

l a w s  i n  K a b u l ,  A f g h a n i s t a n .  

 
( w w w . n y t i m e s . c o m / 2 0 0 9 / 0 4 / 1 6 / w o r l d /

a s i a / 1 6 a f g h a n . h t m l ? r e f = a s i a )  

 

I SUGGEST THAT WE 

SHOULD NOT BE 

QUESTIONING THE 

CAPITALIST IDEALS, 

WHICH HAVE 

FOSTERED GROWTH 

AROUND THE WORLD, 

BUT INSTEAD THE NEW 

SOCIALIST IDEALS, 

WHICH ARE UNTESTED 

AND COUNTER TO 

WHAT HAS ALLOWED 

SUCH GLOBAL 

GROWTH.  

Social Justice in one of the key concepts of our 

time, and it‘s a concept that often has a different 

definition depending on which institution you at-

tend, or even within one institution. We choose to 

present one view, a working view of social justice 

that we hope may challenge you to further ex-

plore the meaning of social justice in your resi-

dence halls.  Here, we offer a few paths to social 

change with which we hope you may become in-

volved, and may ultimately share with MORHA for 

our benefit.  

Advocacy and political activism—take an interest 

Some Paths to Social Change 

in the things around you. 

Community Service and Volunteer Work—

there‘s always something to be done 

Philanthropy—find a way to distribute phil-

anthropic efforts in an equitable way 

Allyhood– explore what it means to be an 

ally to the target groups around you. Don‘t 

know what that means? Ask us to explain– the 

conversation can‘t hurt. 

Organizational Conversations—how may 

your organization incorporate social justice 

into your programming and legislation? 



vious issues of the newsletter are 

archived at http://sites.google.com/

site/morhaidc/newsletters 

 

If you would like to contribute to the 

newsletter, we’d love to hear from 

you. You can talk to us or submit an 

article to the Issues and Diversity 

Chair. Even if it doesn’t make it into 

the newsletter, it might make it onto 

the website! 

 

I strongly encourage you to engage 

in conversations with us and one 

another as to what shape you would 

like this– the newsletter, the Issues 

and Diversity Committee, and the 

organization– to take over the com-

ing year.  

This newsletter is designed with 

the intention of aiding in 

MORHA’s vision of promoting  

intellectual, cultural, and social 

understanding among the individ-

ual member schools and their 

representatives. 

 

We are continually looking to 

adopt this newsletter to better 

serve the interests and needs of 

our members, so if you have sug-

gestions, we want to hear them. 

Talk to us or email the Issues and 

Diversity Chair at morhaid-

chair@gmail.com.  

 

Also, take a moment to look at 

what we’ve done in the past; pre-

More information on some of topics in 
this issue can be found at the following 
sites: 
 

The New York Times 

 www.nytimes.com  

keywords: “General Motors”  

 -“Afghan Women Protest New Restric

 tive Law”  

 -“US May Drop Key Conditions for 

 Talks with Iran” 

The Ginsberg Center 

 www.ginsberg.umich.edu/index.html 

Community Philanthropy for Racial Eq-

uity and Social Justice 

 www.justphilanthropy.org 

Parting Shots 

Got a comment, correction, or 

complaint about this newsletter?  

 

Talk to Dan Frechtling or send 

him an email at 

morhaidchair@gmail.com 

Infinite Diversity 
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Brothers and Sisters Day May 2nd 

National Hug Week May 3-9 

Malcolm X Day May 19th 

Month of Tolerance: Gay and Lesbian Pride Month June 

National Smile Week First Week of 
August 

MOCC Training Summer 

MORHA Business Meeting October 

Upcoming Dates of Note 


