


Pennsylvania, key battle-

ground states that John 

Kerry did not win in 2004. 

-Illinois and Delaware 

need new Senators after 

the election of Obama and 

Joe Biden.  

-Both Obama and McCain 

carried their home states; 

Al Gore did not win his 

home state in 2004. 

Things to Watch: 

-Obama and Biden will be 

sworn in on January 20th, 

2009; 

-Who will Obama pick as 

cabinet members? 

-How will US Foreign Pol-

icy change?  

-Israel, Iran, and Russia. 

The 2008 Presidential Elec-

tion left America with a new, 

historic President-elect. 

Barack Obama is the first 

African-American candidate 

to win the Presidency, win-

ning 364 electoral votes to 

John McCain‘s 174.  

When looking at the results, 

it is important to be mindful 

of the tremendous fundrais-

ing efforts of both parties, 

but also the powerful ground 

organization of the Democ-

ratic party; in the state of 

Ohio, Obama‘s campaign 

had offices that were at 

most thirty-eight miles 

apart. 

The Democratic Party holds 

a 57—43 seat edge in the 

Senate, and a 255–174 

edge in the House of Rep-

resentatives, so at least 

until the 2010 mid-term 

elections the Democratic 

party will have control of 

Congress and the Senate. 

Interesting notes from the 

election: 

-Voter turnout among 

young people was statisti-

cally the same as in 2004.  

-Obama won the states of 

Ohio, Florida, Virginia, and 

Election Wrap-up 

Provoking Thought: Addressing Homosexuality 

In one of U of M‘s residence 

halls, two of the Resident 

Assistants created a bulletin 

board that posed questions 

for National Coming Out 

Month (October). The ques-

tions included ―Isn‘t it possi-

ble that all you need is a 

good gay lover?‖ and ―Have 

you told your friends that 

you‘re a heterosexual? How 

did they react?‖ and ―Is it 

possible that your hetero-

sexuality is a phase you‘ll 

grow out of?‖ 

The board created quite a 

bit of controversy with its 

tongue-in-cheek way of pos-

ing questions that a homo-

sexual might hear. Worse, 

the board was vandalized 

and eventually taken down.  

Think about why such a thing 

happens, the appropriate-

ness of the RA‘s tactic,  and 

what you can do to promote 

a welcoming community at 

your institution.  
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What is social justice? What 

does it mean to you?  

It‘s a term that means differ-

ent things to different peo-

ple, and it is very important 

for people in the Residence 

Life field.  It is often impor-

tant to have a good under-

standing of shared terms, in 

order to effectively work on 

issues that affect your cam-

pus. Not knowing what an-

other person means by 

‗equity‘ isn‘t conducive to 

getting work done. 

Think about what social jus-

tice represents: a just society 

where everyone is fully rep-

resented and comfortable, 

with equal access to re-

sources. 

Recognize that there are 

many issues that RHA faces 

where the social justice as-

pect is lost. 

So, here are a few terms, 

and few definitions. See if 

you can match them; answers 

are on page 6, at the bot-

tom. 

 

 

A. Equity 

 

B. Equality 

 

C. Privilege 

 

D. Institutional Oppression 

 

 

Southeast Asia; just across the 

river is Thailand, which is one 

of the region‘s best-

developed countries. Myan-

mar by comparison, is one of 

the poorest. The average 

person makes less money 

than in any other country in 

SEA, and the medical system 

has been ranked as low as 

150th of 191 countries in 

Burma (now Myanmar) was 

once a British colony, gaining 

independence in 1947. A 

failed attempt at Western-

style democratic government 

failed, and the government 

was overthrown in an army 

coup in 1962.  

Since then, the country has 

lagged far behind the rest of 

terms of responsiveness.  

The government has regularly  

suppressed rebellions with 

deadly force and maintains 

an isolationist doctrine, lead-

ing to general discontent. The 

economy is still in shambles 

after a half-century, and the 

outlook for Myanmar as a 

whole remains bleak. 

Social Justice Education 

Burma: The Flip Side 

Southeast Asia: Region on the Rise 

resulted in the installation of 

SEA‘s only homegrown Com-

munist government, having 

been fought on the ideologi-

cal principles of Communism.  

Ironically, the government has 

relinquished control of the 

economy, creating a capital-

ist economy that has far ex-

ceeded the productivity of 

the Communist system. The 

ideology of Communism has 

proven ineffective, as have 

US assumptions that led to the 

Vietnam War; as such, the 

war seems to have been 

fought on entirely wrong as-

sumptions.  

Since the emergence of the 

capitalism Vietnam‘s economy 

has steadily grown. Vietnam is 

now one of the world‘s largest 

exporters of rice, having once 

been a major importer. 

Southeast Asia is rising in 

prominence as its nations de-

velop. There are eleven coun-

tries in the region, including 

one of the world‘s largest 

exporters of rice. The stories 

of two of the countries give a 

unique view of the challenges 

that the region faces. 

Vietnam, perhaps the best 

known of the Southeast Asian 

countries, site of the war that  
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―THE IDEOLOGY 

OF COMMUNISM 

HAS PROVEN 

INEFFECTIVE,  

AS HAVE U.S. 

ASSUMPTIONS 

THAT LED TO THE 

VIETNAM WAR.‖ 

 

1)Having access to resources 

through group membership 

 

2) Every group is treated the 

same 

 

3) Discrimination codified into 

policies or laws 

 

4) Every group is treated 

fairly 

From top: Australia, Britain,  Cape Verde, Georgia 



Life on a college campus is 

an easy way to be insolated 

from the problems of the 

wider world; campus groups 

focus on helping the world at 

large through service activi-

ties, and focus on problems 

that are far away. It is diffi-

cult to put a familiar face on 

the far away and the unseen. 

Perhaps the largest human 

problem of our time is pov-

erty. There is a growing gap 

between the affluent and the 

poor; estimates are that ap-

proximately 3 billion people 

live on less than $2.50 a 

day. 

With the linear forward pro-

gression of time, the gap 

between rich and poor coun-

tries has increased from 3 to 

1 in 1820 to 72 to 1 in 

1992. 

When considering the prob-

lem of poverty it is wise to 

remember that there are 

direct and indirect effects of 

poverty. Hunger, of course, is 

what springs immediately to 

mind, but many people are 

afflicted with and die by 

pneumonia, measles, malaria, 

diarrhea and dysentery, tu-

berculosis, and AIDS. 

In the developed world, 

deaths from these conditions 

are far rarer: the number of 

deaths in sub-Saharan Africa 

due to AIDS in 2007 is esti-

mated by the World Health 

Organization to be forty-

eight times higher than deaths 

in North America and West-

ern Europe.  

Understanding the causes of 

poverty is important in dis-

cussing and treating the con-

dition. Wars have a terrible 

effect on populations through 

the destruction of human re-

sources and infrastructure 

necessary for raising the 

standard of living. A lack of 

arable lands or a lack of 

competitive export industry 

can doom a population to 

poverty. Government eco-

nomic policies often leave the 

populace impoverished; the 

failed economies of many 

Communist governments is a 

prime example. 

The condition of poverty 

manifests itself in many ways, 

and they aren't always obvi-

ous to an outside observer.  

The homeless condition is one 

marker, and so is lack of a 

living wage. Access to clean 

fresh water is essential for 

human life, and so is access 

to healthcare. Think about 

other ways poverty can 

manifest itself.  

One of the keys to fighting 

poverty is education, both for 

the impoverished and those 

wishing to help. The correla-

tion between poverty in 

America and educational 

achievement has been shown 

in many studies, and projects 

to the rest of the world. Edu-

cation allows the acquisition 

of useful skills and trades that 

allow personal advancement, 

and aid in the shift of devel-

oping nations from agrarian 

states to industrial and ser-

vice-based nations.  

A very sharp dichotomy that 

illustrates the value of educa-

tion, and capitalist economic 

models, is that of Myanmar 

and Thailand. The western 

style economy of Thailand 

has created one of the 

wealthiest nations in South-

east Asia, with a healthcare 

system that is rated among 

the top thirty-five in the 

world. Myanmar (see Burma, 

pg. 3), separated from Thai-

land by a river, boasts a 

failed economy and one of 

the worst healthcare systems 

in the world.  

In Focus: Poverty 
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―THE NUMBER OF 

DEATHS IN SUB-

SAHARAN AFRICA 

DUE TO AIDS IN 

2007 IS 

ESTIMATED BY THE 

WORLD HEALTH 

ORGANIZATION 

TO BE FORTY-

EIGHT TIMES 

HIGHER‖ 



Allison Haney, U of M 

While many countries in Latin 

America have recently im-

proved their epidemiological 

and educational conditions, 

Guatemala continues to have 

one of the highest poverty 

rates in Latin America and 

poor education and health 

care continue to be at the 

heart of the problem.  Gua-

temala‘s income distribution is 

among the most uneven in the 

world and the poor continue 

to lack access to good health 

care.  Poor drinking water 

and pesticides cause health 

problems such as diarrhea, 

pneumonia, cholera, malnutri-

tion, and tuberculosis, which 

are treatable to still be a 

major cause of death. 

Health care problems are 

highest in rural areas, where 

education troubles also per-

sist.   The education of rural 

children suffer because they 

are forced the help their par-

ents in the fields.  ―Although 

school attendance is compul-

sory for 6 years by govern-

ment mandate, only 41 per-

cent of school-aged children 

in Guatemala attend classes, 

and only 55.6 percent of the 

total population are literate‖ 

It becomes even more diffi-

cult for the economy to grow 

and for children to come out 

of poverty when they do not 

have the opportunity to at-

tend school.   

Many organizations, such as 

Strategies for International 

Development, are committed 

Case Study: Poverty in Guatemala 

Poverty and You 

absolutely make a difference 

in this world, and you can 

rally others to join the cause.  

Check the bottom of your to-

do list. Is ―Save the World‖ 

on the list?  

 

For more information and a 

wealth of links and ways to 

get involved, see the IDC 

website, at          

http://sites.google.com/site/

morhaidc/ 

 

Click on the ―Hot Topics‖ page and 

see The Poverty Issue. 

 

 

 

 

The impact that any one per-

son can have on poverty 

seems to be minimal, but 

combined efforts can have a 

powerful effect. By joining 

forces with  others, you can 

raise awareness of poverty 

around the world, and, per-

haps, your own hometown or 

campus.  

If you feel passionately 

about something, you can 
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―IS ‗SAVE THE 

WORLD‘ ON THE 

LIST?‖ 

to improving conditions in 

Guatemala.  Although it can 

sometimes be overlooked, 

Guatemala could greatly 

benefit from even more ser-

vice projects and humanitar-

ian work. 

 



other groups as means of 

adaptation throughout human 

existence.  The resulting gene 

flow between populations 

creates a full spectrum of 

human appearances with no 

definite group divisions.  Hu-

mans are more similar geneti-

cally than different:  there is 

a 0.2% genetic difference 

between any two individuals 

in the world.  Ethnicity is a 

more accurate description of 

differences in human groups.  

People consider themselves 

members of a specific ethnic 

group when they share cul-

ture, language, traditions, or 

history. An individual is not 

destined to be part of a par-

ticular group based on his or 

her genes.  It is cultural ex-

perience that determines an 

individual‘s affiliation. 

Though race is an imagined 

reality, it extensively impacts 

societies.  The opinions peo-

ple form on the basis of race 

alter people‘s behavior to-

ward each other, often in a 

negative manner.  It is critical 

to remember that we are all 

members of the human race; 

as such, we are more similar 

to than different from any 

individual we chance to meet 

in our lifetime. 

For a comprehensive and 

interactive learning experi-

ence about the significance of 

race brought to you by the 

American Anthropological 

Association, please visit 

www.understandingrace.org. 

Rachel Seltz is a first-year 

student at the University of 

Michigan. 

Rachel Seltz, U of M 

Race is a social category 

rather than a biological one.  

SAT registrations and U.S. 

census forms ask us to select 

one race to describe our-

selves, suggesting that racial 

definitions are objective and 

precise.  That suggestion is 

far from the truth.  Subjective 

social and cultural notions 

hazily define racial member-

ship—the factual evidence of 

genes has very little to do 

with the process of grouping 

people into different races. 

The popularity of the concept 

of race arose in the 19th cen-

tury.  At that time, physical 

anthropologists attempted to 

explain human variation by 

measuring human body fea-

tures, desiring to discover 

unambiguous sets of distinct 

human categories or races.  

Their interest in finding such 

distinctions was biased:  it 

aimed to justify Europe‘s 

domination of the world by 

proving that the European 

race was intellectually supe-

rior.  However, the physical 

anthropologists produced no 

hard evidence to support such 

claims.  In reality, race is bio-

logically meaningless.  The 

meaning attributed to race 

comes from the assumptions 

that people make about each 

other‘s lives based on looks. 

The concept of race incor-

rectly assumes that large 

populations of people re-

mained isolated from each 

other over long periods of 

time.  Humans have used mo-

bility and interaction with 

 

Editor‘s Note: 

The author of Race: Cultural 

Invention, Not Biological Dis-

tinction is writing from an an-

thropological standpoint. Re-

search of genetic differences 

reveals that the greatest ge-

netic variation is African 

populations, and the least in 

Native Americans. One theory 

behind this is that as Africans 

migrated away from Africa 

and established new popula-

tions, the founder effect re-

duced genetic diversity; subse-

quent population migration 

from the new settlement would 

create a population with a 

fraction of the genetic differ-

ences of the previous popula-

tion.  

Further, scientists can now 

identify five genetic groups 

that correspond roughly to 

popular notions of race. Most 

scientists would hesitate to use 

the term race, however. 

‘Ancestry’ is perhaps a more 

accurate term for the genetic 

groupings. 

 

Online Briefs 

The Hamitic Myth– find 

out about the origins of the 

children of Ham: the 

Negros, as told by outsid-

ers. 

Japanese Attack on 

Australia– an oft-forgotten 

part of the Second World 

War. 

See these at: 
http://sites.google.com/site/morhaidc/ 

Race:  Cultural Invention, Not Biological Distinction 
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The Flag Game 

Answers on pg. 3 

http://www.understandingrace.org/


is a topic of scope and importance 

that is impossible to convey in just a 

few pages. 

For further information, I recommend 

looking at various websites. A partial 

listing is on the MORHA IDC website,  

I would like to give special thanks 

to: The Committee for a Diverse 

and Welcoming Community at the 

University of Michigan 

(Rachel Seltz, Pranay La-

gadapati, Allison Haney, 

Ashley Anderson), Jasmine 

Zheng, and MRHA; they all 

assisted in the formation of 

this newsletter, and, in some 

cases, wrote articles for it.  

Please remember that the 

articles here express a view-

point, not the viewpoint. You 

should always question what 

you’re reading,  

I hope that you have enjoyed this 

look at poverty and will look for 

more information at home. Poverty 

sites.google.com/site/morhaidc 

There’s a lot of interesting stuff on the 

site, plus this newsletter in elec-

tronic form. It’s still very much a 

work in progress, so look for the 

site to evolve over time. 

Please feel free to leave com-

ments on the site or ask questions, 

or suggest topics for the future. 

Any comments are greatly appre-

ciated. 

Until next time, 

Dan Frechtling, The University of 

Michigan 

 

 

Parting Shots 

Got a comment, correction, or 

complaint about this newsletter?  

 

Talk to Dan Frechtling or send 

him an email at 

rha.vpsr@umich.edu. 

Infinite Diversity 

M O R H A  2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9  

Islamic New Year December  
 29th  

Chinese New Year January 26th  

Black History Month February 

MORHA Conference February   
13th –15th  

Ash Wednesday February 25th 

Passover April 9th   

Alcohol Awareness Month  April  

Upcoming Dates of Note 


